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verſes of the 12. Chapter of the Epiſtie 
of S. Paule to the Romanes: 1 


Varie neceſſarie for theſe times tobe read of * 
men, for their further inſtructiion and edification, ? 


in thinges concerning their faith and obedience ta 
Saluation. og 
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VViſefoms and diſcretion: obtainerh cedre and 
auoidethſuſpitipn. page. 3 N 0208 
"Engliſh manifters muſt itnitateit, eliber voluntati= 


lie. or by compulſion. page. 7. ; 


The miniſtetie is agrace. 

It muſt not be abuſed: this water mul not be Nope 
ped page.. iu 

The perſonscommaunded F 5 geberaly page. 9 

Magiſtrate, people, miniſter, muſt tome ynder 1 it to 
apptocuè their conſciences;and flo P the aduerfancs 
mouth page. 971. | 

The law, and two plicatjons. page 10. r. 9. Re- 
The expolition 22 excgllencie;worthineſſe 2 
fire — t of the 3. of Numbers. page. 11. &x. 


God not onelie did inſtitite it; but puniſhed ihe; 


breakers as Azaria,vzz3,Corah,page.t4. - 
It ſetuͤeth ynder the Goſpell. i. Cõt. 7. page.. 
Obdiectiom, anſweted, ſ oridzzne I in all churcher, 
1, Cor. 7. cherelore euetie one mult Fegfe! it, none 
breake it. page. 18. 77 | 
"Hee wil e {for this/ law page. 17. 
The want is che cauſe of = Uſorderin the lands & 
külls page rd. 


The contrarie to the law is : : pideambition.pag 19 


Braſen Wall. page. 19. 

Ambition mio both the cõmon wealth & church 
It is che cauſe of diſcord in che church A 
5 trephes. pa 


8e. 2 . e „ 
bez Fkuiſces. page . 
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nion Chit, by the miniſteric icoftheſeyrre are lead to 


The thitfe bead. 
lames and lohn mooue their mother. page. 22; 
Preach to add affliction. page. 22. : 


IE hurteth common vxealth, page. e. 
Hiſtories Aue use oſhuatbi eo \ 
Humaine in England. 24. = b. VV 
Exhort to mottifie chembidem. *.. BY 
Exhot magiſtrates to-roote out 2 and t to le- 
bliſh the lavv. page. 25.26. 
A. N hath 2 „Kc. the expoſition, page. 27 
28- Kc. 

The abuſe e to the hurt of the —— it 2 
ſhevyed in the naturall body. page · 28. 29. 
It is applyed to our Church. page. 29. 

Ignotant miniſters diſhenour God. pa 
Diſcredite the Goſpell;confirme ny. 
rage tebels, page... 
2p mag iſtrats mult locke to it and minilters. page. 
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1 
antes, inco- 


3 The kmilitude containing fovver. 1. Cor. ia. page. 


3. 
; Firſtrule: many members,1,Cort2, what a mem- 


ber is, bovve named, nothing vvanteth. page. 33. 


4. 
Applied to the Church vyhich vvante ih her mem⸗ 
bers: euery perticular hath 2 tyvo members, the pa- 
ſtoute and the ſnheepe. 
She hath too — by "Archb. Lordbith,asi is nor 


eſpied. page. 37. 


Tuvo rules: diſtinction of gyttes. . Cor. 1g. page. 30. 
' Ob. anſ. in perſon diſtinguiſhed, applied, and ſhe- 


ved in our Church,defiredto be refourme page. 39. 


40. enge 
3- Rule one head. vnion:he the vine: the couſe of) * 


the 
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the vnltie of Faigh: to haue triall, rule,gouernment,for 
andi in Chriſt, natby Pope,, 1719 5 Biſh. aer 
43. 

Appeale to their honots. pagg: 48 


Proteſtarion of theauthour, 1 in (the name of he 
Godlie brethren, of their loue towards her Part 


Page- 47 
Euerie member muſt ſerue POE 


_There, muſtbeloue to performe quties.pag 46. 1 


To app proue and like one of another.pag.47. ,. .., 

The maimes ofour Churche eat, and no man la- 
ee , (0) ron bn _— 

A ſpectaſl M pere E ſome. pag - 0. 


1 f. Pag 341. agi tmr boot 
perpetülall, 1 to be broken,pag.er. 
1 to keep them pagibid. 27 

. Thy given of God, Epheſ.4. 1 I 1 3 eg 
; 4. "Everye calling mult have A race 


1 ee 
ccrning them 2 graces of of 
Ptoportion of Fayt — a 8 ! 
A prophet vvhat. ag. 65. 5 „ 
ee kenpags6, no! = 934 
A Doctor Va & pag 555 1 = re h 


The proofe of euery 2% pag 7 
Sa Sexjptyreg,only;to be cad in a Churgh | 
25 Dodor muſt teach purely and cominuglh; tos 
ovvne Schollers. pag. 9. 

An obiect: concerning the doctors office pa. S. 

The aunſwere. pag. 60. 
paſtor, yvhat. pag. 60. 

Ol all che parts. pag. 6i. 


Note 


run My 


= 
gs = eve He gn eee , 


LI 
CROP on Wb ee 


„ 


. 9 


k Note the wiſedome "By mercie of God page 


r Was cet 


kKnowne. ibid. 


, 
0 PR = x 3 * Sg 
_— > os * 
= 1 * 


The th je fe beads 


Land 


e 64. : 
"Theſe gifts given in the day of Chrifls coronation. 
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Elder what. pag. 67. ITY 
hey muſt beobcieT.pag,68, 7 
They are neceſſarie. ibi 

To preuent offences ibid. | 

Diers rence berweene the Elder 5 W. Deacon. 
Pag. 6g.” "as i 

'Styewer of mercie hat. 70 

Manie die and d per ml for lacck + of the tes. pag- 
71. CD” l 


Good Natures inaQted, bur be eats they a are hg 

the word, they doe no good. 55872. oY. 
VVant of 7 chte 8 cable of, all Leu! Fare 
The ſruit of this geuernment 73. = 

Euemies to the realme;tothe com 
, Secrere deuiſes againſt 4 all $999, 
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Prodigall maintainers f Popit 
Preuentcd'e eomfpiraties. ibi n 
Good lawes _ be kept.il ibid aye rio 

2 Doctouts e Aae thei 
uties.7 5 
Their duties ibid. * 
' Reaſons to proue,that the Ge whole i 10 

Primitiue Church, are perperaall pag·22 . 

They are ſufficient. pag 78 78. 

The cogcluſen Pag 7. 
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One of the contrarie vn 
to the lavv,for the clea- 


l. appertayning | Fer vnderſtanding ther- 
ea benen h of, verſ. — in the 
Theſe fixe | the Churche; declared 1 ſame ſentencevvith the 


verſes, neceſ familiar Argu- Lavve. 

ſarilie infer* | E N Arg The 6ther of a ſimili · 
ted ofthefor | © ; | tude, yvhrecin as in a 
mer,contain't.* glaſſe, vvee may ſee the 
a perpetuall | IE tructh and neceſſitie of 
lavy tonch f | this layv, takẽ trom the 
yng the go- | 8 nacurall diſpoſition of 
uetnmentoſ j | $4440 rr wan 4.5. 
Chriftes | 

Church: the! N% 
c6rinualkee | | 

ping vvher- |. ft. Dofours: 28 
ol, as it isthe | t. Prophetes, in the latter ende 
faftic of the N che diſpoſets of Not the 7. verſe. 
body, (s the the vvorde and.) W | 
breach of. it, f Ori it is I ſecrets of God, 2. Paſtours: 20 in 


is the Aru ſpeciall ] vvbom hee di- 


ction therof. belonging u ide th either 4he beginning of 


The ſame is | onlytopub= J into the e 
eyther. like perſons? 85 
ber is, ei- 4. Officers e- 
er to 
th yed ab oute INexcong, 
et neceſſat) Rulers, 


daes diuided Attenders on 
| co, "Ithepoore, 
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6. Seeing then that we haue gifts that are 
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3% mon made on the 3.4. 5. 


6. 7. and 8. verſes, ol the 12. Chap- 
ter of the Epiſtle of S. Paule 
N to the Romanes. 
3. For I ſay through the grace which 5s gi- 
uc vnto me, to euery one that is among you, 
that no man preſume to underſtand, aboue 
that which is meet to vnderfland:but that 


bee vnderſtande according to ſobrietie,as 


God hath dealt to euerie man the meaſure 
faith. 1 N esu) 
4. For at wee haue manie members in one 


Las. dy, and all members baue not one office: 


25 5. So we being mauy are one body in Chriſt 
aud euery one, one an others members. 


Auer, according to the grace that is giuen 


Vxunto vs, mhether wee haus propheſiolet vs 


rophefie according to rhe proportio of faith 

— 2 an oſſice, let 4 wait on the _ er 

he rhat tracheth on tearhing: 

8. Or he that exborteth,on exbortation; he 
that diftributeth,let him doe it with ſimpli- 
© ciieche that ruleth with diligence t he that. 
femeth mercy with cheerefulneſſe, 


N 4 : * x N " 


I 

—— Hele lire verſes, neteſlatilit 
WH Fay inferrev ofthe fezmer, con- 
SD 1228: caine a, perpetuall Lawe, 
2 AN touching: the gauernement 
e of Chziſtes Church: the can 
tinnallkeeving wherot, as it is the ſafecte 
df che bodie: ſo che bꝛeache ok it, is the ve- 
ſtruction thereof. The ſame is either ge⸗ 
nerall, appertaing to all the members at 
| Wo Church; declared by two familiar at- 
gumentes. Dne ot the contrarie vnto the 
aw. ſoꝝ the cleater vnverſtanding therof, 
6 verſe . ioyned in the ſame ſemence with | 
- the law. Che other ol a ũmilitude, wherin 1 
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às in a-nlaſle, we may ſee the truethj ne 
. ceſſiry of this law taken from the natural 
| diſpoſitiun of che bodx, verſe. 4. 5. Oz it 
Ala ſpecial; belonging onely ta publique 
C tu iopbetes, the diſpo- 
lers ot the woꝛde and Secteates of God: 
-whome he deuiverh eyther into Doctozs. 
us in the latter ende af the 7e berle. Pa- 
Nos, as in the beginning ol the 8. verſe. 
'Eofficerpocrupier about ther neceſtarie 
F fenverson dhe poop. 
Cpu genera — nar 


W —— amoſk 


<0 —— @©W _—_— 


ready 
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readie waie and ozvinary me ane whereby 
to haue certaine experience amd triall, 
what the good, acceptable & perfecte will 
of Gov is, teacheth the duetie and wape of 
all Chꝛiſtians, wherin they ought to walk 
Continually without wearineſſe. The gt- 
ner whereof ts, no man, but God. Foz als 
beit Paule mit thoſe wozdes and this E- 
piſtle to the Thziffitan Saintes at Rome 


'Lo2ves inditement, oꝛ as Moles mas) the 
, w2icer ofthe Lozdeslawe and commaun⸗ 
 (bement;” Foz he laith not, I by mine own 
authority, o by any gift and grace in me: 
but I ape thoꝛough the grace that is gi⸗ 
uen to me: meaning. no doubt, that grace 
: of his Apoſtolical authozitp, which he, be⸗ 
ing a blaſphemer,had receiued of God, ca 
- publiſh by wozbam waiting; his will and 
counlell to the Gentiles,that their faith & 
religion might not de grounded c builder 
vpon the weake land of humaine traditi⸗ 
| — vpon the cõmandement ol Chziſt, 
the ſtrong rocke and euerlaſting founda⸗ 
tion. UUhers it is ſaid: I ſap, it is al one 


in effect, as if he ſhould lay A commaund. 


Fu this Uerbe Lego in Greeke, as alſo 
a the Nen verbe — — tache lame, 


— 


pet he was but onely the penne man of the | 


elpectally 


| 


| 


| 
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E reteiued by the free gi 
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eſpccielf/beting ioyned to the inlinttint 
Moove Ne ae often vſed th 
that fenſe,impoztingn not a bare laping 02 
affirntaridn; but (as heere ofnceeſſirte it 
muff; bet the Apoltle ſheweth not what 
Hath been, is oz Halbe, but what ought 
to be) a flat law and commaundement. Do 
that a moze plaine vemonſtration of 
the tinth ; it map be thus expounded and 
reſblued:fo2 2 Paule, by the authozitie cf 
my Apottlechip. bringe ſinguler gr 5 
t-of God, giue 
kd everp'one of you this general lawe, in 
the name of him whole Apockle J am, 
ufolablie and perpethall by be bept, cut 
Thi th his ener 
unt the N 
Kular difrretion: fo2 it 1 5 
mage eee 95; 
ee bnety from þLo 
are NR e | = 
aſe xte nee  credi 
Ke 919 enen ene 
vl en ohe rot he might haue bene fuſper 
Ted For vlürped auth Ae the 
enemies ok the goſpel might haue charged 
2 de ſhuld nor thus haut don: but = 
con 
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8 98 godly Sermon. 
tonſidering this lam is his, whoonelp is þ 
Ianglüer, wbt is able to laue i; deſtrop: 
no man can tulp contemne it, oꝛ think it 
2 mall 8 . Allo einge the mini⸗ 

was called and commannded 
of this lawgtiuer to wzite and peach it:no 
man can ſalely enuie and contemu him .o: 
Culpect him arrogancly to haue vlurped a- 
ny vnlawful authozitie auer the Romans 
oz the Church of Bea. Now then, if Paule 
Who was not in any ſpiritnall gibts necel⸗ 
Larie fo his calling, inferio ta che chiefe 
Apoſtles, thought it a neceſſarie point of 


wiſedome and chziffianduetie,both in re⸗ 


ſpect of himſelfc. and ol the Church, here d 


elle- where, plaikly. e 1y6l whe 


was the lam-giuer, as e (ys 
TORY {tleſhip: ham much moze 
eceſſarie.(deare byerigen) aught.pou £9 
4 nke it is faßt iniſters oye 
als ies incampeiſon of aules art 
we and mall, to lets {ge hath rhe 

of their doctrine andlawes,aud-als 
net 2p2 peculiat function: ae 


cammaind vs aupe thing, h. 
Un whoſe 


cefued it from the. Lawe- 
ſpirite wee mut liue in all obedience of 


is will, why. » thoulde we obeps Nay why 
map 
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| may wee not calf it from ve, as a vayne: 
amd tons tradition of man2Againe,if they 
cannot ſhew bs the authoz dt theix Mmi⸗ 
ſterie, and the grace they hatierecetued lo 
the godly and acceptable viſcharge ther⸗ 
| of: why map wee utt tuſthp invge them to 
be either pzond vſurpers of vnlawtul fun⸗ 
| cttons'inuecedof'man;oxcouetous intru- 
| dersofthemſelues into the lawfull cal« 
| linges fox the which they are vnmeete r 
would all thoſe which haue any publique 
| place tntheChurche of England, ſeeing. 
| they willnot voluntarily follow this wiſe 
| domeof Paule,might be compelled by the | 
| godly wiſe Pagiſtrates, to ſhew the p2oof „Jes 9 
bk their miniferieouc of þ wozv, anvthe 7/7 | /” 
| giftes which God hath giuen them, meete 
| fo2 the diſcharge of their calling. Foz the 
{| I aſſurebly perſwade'mp'(elfe; that che 
| Lozd in iuſtice and mercy would ſo direct 
their ſwom, that it would cut off not onely 
the hear, ſhoulders, armes, legges, and all 
the rotten members ok popiſbreligion:bus = | | 
| alſo hzed of from the true Churchek Gov, [4 'F 
| and the beloued ſpouſe of Chiffe, all ig: O >» I 
| nozaunc,ivle, wicked, and hurtfull hires © of 
| linfes, with all the reliques of Antichhi⸗ 
.| fitanvſurpevpower, whiche name to the 

—.—.— great 
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of moſt faichkall and paine full anmen. 


aw louingly imbꝛate che grace of God 


+ the Pant and Doctaz, and Elper, the 


67 A godiy Sermon, 4 
gent ann pꝛeſent perill of the Lozves: 
Utueyary; qoccupie the place and raome 


But fitter platt fp this matter wn be: 
offerevhereaſfter.- 
Ir is not to be omitted chat n le ters 
methhis Apoffolicall function. e£:g1508' 
gon of Sud. Fox heerein hee gineth the 
omans# vs in them to vnderſtand, chat 
if they ſball teiect, o lighely regard his 
function, and the pꝛeceptes be giueth to e⸗ 
nerp one of th?;bp the vertue therof; That 
then they openly ſhew thẽſelues reiecto2s. 
02 light eſteemers, not onely of him c᷑ hys 
woꝛd, but alſo ot̃the grace and gift of God 
which atter this maner appeareth in hym 
fo2 their ſaluation. The which cogttation 
might bꝛeede in them a reuerent opinion | 
ok his —.— beeing the Am baſſadour of 
Chꝛiſt, a godly care viligencly to reteiue, 


giuen him, and bp him offered vnto them. 
Here then we learn what ta innge of thoſe 
functions with their gifts which Chzifte 
bath giuen foxtheperfite building vpp of 
hys Church: to wit, as of the excellent & 
Ungular graces of God. Foy the office of 


Deacon, 
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Deaton the attender vpon the pooze and 
impotent. toge ather with this of the Apo - 
fe, are all Streames, flowing from one 
ſpꝛing 02 head; by the which the manifold. 
graces of God, and waters of eternallife 
are conueyed into his Churche,that everp 
member dzinking thereot, houlve neuer 


luing out ol him to eternall life. QUUhere« 
foze let all men of what calling oꝛ authb- 


ritie ſoeuer they be, take heed leaſt byt ht 


ſelues, by others, 02 by anye other meane, 
they ſfopp and damme vpp thele heauenly 
ſtreames of waters, which ſhoulde run ins 
to the Loꝛdes vineyard td water it:oʒ elſe 
leaſt they defile and cozrupt theſe waters 
with caſting into them; & mingling with 
them the dꝛegs and filthy puddle waters 


Foz aſſuredly all the ozvivary graces of 
God giuen to vs, are ſuch, c ſo, they tan 
not abide either addition, detraction, z 
change: Such alſo is the giuer hereot, p as 
he is ielous ouer them. 10 he will moſt ſe⸗ 
uerely reuenge bimſelfe of all thoſe » hal 
aÞd,Derrace;02 any maner of way cozrupe 
bis gifts againſt his wil > waitten wozd, 


thirft again, but haue full fountaines if* 


of mans 'intentions, & popiſh traditions; 


Thus wer let wha profitable inſtruction 
may 


" ene —_— —— 
hs. Sn 


\ 


let vs heare ta whome this generall Lam 


that pꝛelent eſbate ot the chiiltian churche- 
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may bee gathered out ofchis foziner part, 
touching the perſon of Paule, the mints 
ſter o2publier of this generall Law, as 
alſo of that ſpectal which followeth. 32ow 


was giuen. To euery one of what eſtate ©- 
vocation ſoener,thar was amoug the chꝛi⸗ 
kians at Rome, and in them, to all that 
then were, oz are nowe of the houſbolde of 
God, Foz he layth, To every one thut is a- 


- wovg you; UUhtche is as it hee ſhoulde 
lap, whether pou be paſtoꝛꝝs oz Teachers, 


Elders, Deacons.oꝛ pꝛouiders foz the im · 
potent and ſicke, Fathers, Childzen, PMa⸗ 
ffers, Seruants, bond, free, Jewes, Greti⸗ 
ans, publique oz pꝛiuate perſons : J giue 
vnto all in generall, and to euery ene in 
particulet, this geuerall law rule of life, 
charging euetie one in the ſight of God, to 


. keepeit vndeſtler to the comming ofthe 


Low# SautozChiit.Herebpit is mani⸗ 
feff, chat the lawe v2 pꝛecept following is 
generall, not ſpertall: iningto al, 
not onely toſome:'neceſſarie pꝛoſitable 
fo2 all times, not onely conuentent oz 


at Rome: aud therefoze perpectally to 
be 0 and — of GDDD a 
niſte 
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niffers, learned and obeyed of his people; 
92 ee cem eber u 
tie ot t e 
ly o2vinaunce. And in ſo doolng the Ma⸗ 
gilltate, the Piniffer,and the people wal 
by thep2 humble fernice and as how 
vnto God, both appꝛooue their pure ton 
ſctences, their for! and vnkapnedfapth | {11 
to all that feare God: and alſoffooppe'the > 
mouth of the aduerlarie whiche ſpeaketh 
euill of the truerh, becauſe manye whiche 
outwardly pꝛoftſſe it;erther haue not leat . 
ned; oz will not obey this commandeinenc 
ok the Node Nowe ſeeing we knowe the 
commaundement is krom Cod, and that 
the Piniffer heereof, is the chiefeſf a po⸗ 
fe'that euer was, and that as it cdcerned 
the Romanes, ſo now they beeing aflery 
in the Lowe ) it appearerh to all and e⸗ 
uexie one of vs, which are here aſſembled; fi 
vs marke firſ what this general Law | 1 
10 0 the h wor Meek nd g 1 
What is t all deriued out okt 5 
nerall, and to . in giuen, n 
Ehe law is this, Phronein eñ to 80- 
0 pr is as it The choulde ones A 
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map bee gathered out ot this foꝛmer part, 
touching the perſon of Paule, the minis 
fer oꝛ publiſher of this generall Law, as 
alſo of that ſpectal which followeth.320w 
let vs heare to whome this generall Law 
was giuen. To euery one ot᷑ whac eſtate æ 
vocation ſoeuer, that was among che chꝛi⸗ 
fftans at Rome, and in them, to all that 
then were, oz are nowe of the houſholde of 
God, Foz he lapth, To euery one that is a- 
mong yon: CQUbtche is as if hee ſhoulde 
ſap, whether you be paſto2s oꝛ Teachers, 
Elders, Deacons.oꝛ pꝛouiders foꝛ the im · 
potent and ſicke, Fathers, Childzen, Pas 
ſters, Seruants, bond, free, Jewes, Greti⸗ 
ans, publique oꝛ pꝛiuate perſons J giue 
+ vnto all in generall, and to euery one in 
particulet, this geuerall law x rule of life, 
charging euerie one in the ſight ol God, to 
keepe it vndeſtled to the comming of the 
Loz ex Sauioꝛ Chꝛiſt. Herebp it is mani⸗ 
keſt, that the lawe cept following is 
general, not ſpeciall: appertaining to al. 
not onely to ſome: neteſſarie & profitable 
foz all times, not onely conuenient fo: 
that pꝛelent eſtate ot᷑ the chꝛiſtian thurcbe 
at Rome: and therefoze perpetualip to 
be . and — of GDS — 
mex 


niffers, learned and obeyed of bis people, 
vꝛged and eſfablifhed by the power and 
authozitie of the magiſtrate hys heauen⸗ 
ly oꝛdinaunce. And in ſo dooing the Das 
gillrate, the Miniſter, and the 8 — thal 
by they2 humble fernice and ſubiecrion 
vnto God, both appzoone their pure cons 


to all that feare God: and alſoffooppe the 


mouth of the aduerſarie whiche ſpeaketh 


euill of the truerh, becauſe manye whiche 
outwardly pꝛoftſſe it, either haue notlears 
ned, oz will not obey this commandement 
ofthe Lo2ve. Nowe ſecing we knowe the 
commaundement is from- Cod, and that 
the Piniffer heereof, is the chiefeſt Apo⸗ 
ftle that euer was, and that as it cõcerned 
the Romanes, ſo now they beeing aſleep 
in the Lozde ) it appeareth to all and e⸗ 
uerie one of vs, which are here afſembley; 
let vs marke firſf what this general Law 


is, then accopding to the Apoffles ozver, | 


what is the ſpeciall deriu ed out of the ge- 


nerall, and to whome it is giuen. — . 


Ehe law is this, Phronein cis to So- 
pPhronein, that is, as if he ſhoulde ſape, A 
tommand in the perfon of God, euery one 


B. ſkand 
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ſciences, their ſound and vnfapned fapth 


that is among pon, to be wile, oz to vnder⸗ 


fication it is vſed-in this place: and foꝛ 
ſo much as Wiſevome pꝛincipally tonſi⸗ 
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and accoꝛding to ſobzietp, as it is tran⸗ 
ſlatep . As foz the woꝛdes that goe befoze 
theſe. that follow in this verſe, they are 
no part in this law. but rather a moze full 
& familiar declaration thereof. Foz where 
as it is ſaide, That no man preſume to vn 
derſtand, ahoue that which is meete to vn- 
derſtard, it is a manifeſt pꝛohibition by a 
negation ot that which is commanded by 


- an affirmation. Againe, where it is ſaide, 


As God hath dealt to euery one the meaſure 


of faith , it is certaine, the purpoſe of the 


holy Ghoſt is, moze plainely to declare 
and expꝛeſſe, the meaning of his lawe 
and generall commaundement. But.firlt 
of the Lawe it ſelfe , then of thoſe which 
ſerue foz the farther declaration thereof, 


The Greeke Uerbe which is here tranſ⸗ 
lated vnderſiand,voth pꝛoperly ſignify to 


bee indued witb a reaſonable minde 02 


Soule: wherein becauſe Wiſedome any 
Knowledge is, and becauſe thee hath as 


it were, her manſion houſe i in it, it ſigni⸗ 


fiech alſo, to bee wiſe: in which ſigni⸗ 


Neth ina diſcreet moderation and 8 | 


ye o2der of all actions and wozkes , A 
take 


Ui = a. 
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take it here to ſigniſie by a trope of the” 
cauſe, fo2 the effect, the moderate angnd 
ſober exertiſe of UUiſevome and true vn⸗ 
derſtanding. The 'wo2de tranſlated 
ſobrietie, pꝛoperlp fignifieth to haue a 

ſounde minde, not troubled with anye- 
' dileaze , in which ſignification it is vote! 
vſed , So that the whole commaunde⸗ 
ment expꝛeſſed in theſe two wozdes, ap 
peareth plapnelie to bee this: J com⸗ 
maunde - euerye one which is amonge 
vou, truely to vnderſfande, ſoberlye to 
eſteeme, ſoundlye to ſudge, and modeik⸗ 
Ive to vſe the giftes hee hath receiurd 
of GO O, being fully conteuted ann 
ſatiſfied therewith . Utlherefoze let vs 
conſider, J beſeech vou. the extellencye, 
the dignitye, the pzofice and vſe of this 
generall Law Foz what can be mozeer- 
cellent, then fo2 euery member of the it» 
ſticall body of Chꝛiſt, truely to know his 
pꝛoper gifts, and wiſely and ſoberly to e- 
ſfeeme and vſe them: Udhat can bee ok 
greater dignity and mozthineſle, then koꝛ 
all the people of God fcatterev'thozongh 
the Face of the worlde, hauing lo dy⸗ 
uers gyktes and offices, being ſo farre 
bn in place, by an humble, ſober and 

2 diſcreete 
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did not onelp by pꝛecept, diſfinguiſhe bes 


- tnozvinatewalkers with deache, Foz the 
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diſcreete iudging of their giftes, abilitie 
and callinges to ſerue and wozſhip in the 
unitie of ſpirite and truth, and in the bond 
of peace, one true and immoztall king of 
glozp. Finally, what can de moze pꝛoſita⸗ 
ble fo2 the Churche of Chꝛiſt our mocher, 
then that all her Childzen accoꝛdyng to 
their age, ſtrength, giftes,place and cal⸗ 
linges,ſhould without hatred, enuie, oʒ as 
nie neglect of duetie, loue, xelieue, c mains 
taine euery one an other, as becommerh 
the dearly beloued childꝛen of God: This 
law well learned, and diligently pꝛactiſed 
bzingeth with it all thele and many moe 
commodities. Therefoze it is not onely 
in this place, but in many other places of 
the ſcripture moſt faithfully regiſtred. In 


38. the booke of Numbers chap, 3. wee maye 


read and ſee plainly, howe that the-Lozve 


twene the calling ofthe Leuites and peo⸗ 
ple, but thꝛeatneth the tranſgrefſours and 


Leuites were either called Pꝛieſtes, oʒ by 
the common name of Leuites. If Pꝛieſts, 
tben either the high Pꝛieſt, as Aaron ann 
Eleazar after him: 02 ſuche as were vnder 
him ouer the reſt, as Eliazaph the on; 

er 


A Godly Sermon. 23 
ſeer of the Gerſhonĩtes, oz Elizaphafſ the 
ouerleer of the Coathites, and Zuriell of 
the Metarites. Theit office was publike⸗ 
ly to teache, to pꝛape, to offer ſacrifice, to Numb. 3. 32 
keep the veſſels ok the ſanctuarie. The of⸗ / 0%. 
fice of the other Lemtes was, to miniffer 
and ſerue the Pꝛieſtes in all thinges bes 
longing to the diſcharge of their neceſſa⸗ 
rie duties. And this is the diſtinction be⸗ 
tweene the office of Pꝛieſt, and the offite 
of the Leutte.Decreby therefo2c it appea⸗ 
reth.that the Loꝛd allotted vnto euery one 
his ſeueral office, to be as it wer his ſfan- 
ding place, out of the which he ſhould not 
ſtep one foote, either to the left hande, oꝛ to 
the right, neither diſlike his place: but ful⸗ 
ly content himſelfe therewith , without 
enuping of any, that wer in moze excel» 
lent roomes. And as the Loꝛde knewe this 
02der of diſfinguiſhingoffices, to be verie 
erpedient and good fo2 his Church: ſo hee 
hath reuenged himſelke moſte ſeuerely vp- 
on the bzeakers hereof, of what calling ſo⸗ 
euer they were, oz with what affection oz 
intent ſoeuer they did tranſgreſle this es 
fabliſhed oꝛder of gouernment. Ring A- 
. zaria, as wee reade in the ſecond of the 

Chronicles the 26, Chapter, ele 
| called 


| 
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„called Vazia, was ſlriken with an vncu“ 
Table lepzoſic beeauſe lifting vp his hart, 


he vſurped the office of the Pꝛieſt, x went 
into the Temple to burne incenſe vppon 


cf ci the Altar. Vea ſoz ſuppoꝛting the Arke, 


which was the onely office of the Leuites, 


not withſtanding his good intent (ko; the 
Dren dip ſhake the Arke) was irik? with 


ſudden death.Corah, Dathan,# Abiram, 

- becauſe they pꝛeſumed aboue their voca⸗ 
tion, went dowa altue into the pit: fo2 the 
earth opened her mouth, and [wallewed 
them vp with all that they had. All which 
ought to teach vs, how acceptable this oꝛ⸗ 
der of ſeuerall callinges is to Gos, and to 
bꝛeed in our hartes, both a care and con- 
ſcience to keep it, and a feare and terrour 
to bꝛeake it. But leaſt any ſhould imagin 
this diſtinction of vocations to ſerue one⸗ 


Ip fo the lawe, hauing no vſe oz p2ofic vn⸗ 


der the Colpell: let vs ſearche the newe 
Teſtament. Was there no difference (J 
pꝛay pou)betweene Iohn Baptiſt, and his 
Dilciples, and the Diſciples of Chziſt: 
None betweene them and other Chziſti⸗ 
ans, that were Baptized and followed 


Chziſt: None betweene the Pzophet and 


, OP the Paſtour and the 
Deaconz 


+ 
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Deacon? What were all Apoſtles; 


Mere all Pꝛophetes % Pad all the giftes 


of healing? AUere all Teachers? D} did 


all interpꝛet : UUhaciwas the bodie one 
member: No, no, the Loꝛd hath ozvapned 
in his church many members, vet but one 
bodye. Whereby it is certaine, that as it 
pleaſed God vnder the lawe ts effabliſhe 
this diſtinction of callinges in Ilrael: So 
bath he done now vuder the Goſpell in 
the new Icruſalem , Foz our Apoſtle in 
the 12. to the Corinth, the firſt Epiſtle, 
ſcraightly chargeth euery one to walke in 


that calling. wherein he is. His woꝛds are 
thele: Let euery man abyde in that ſame vo- 


cation wherein he was called. Againe a lit⸗ 
tle after , Let enery man wherin he was cal- 
hed therin abide with Ged In which wozds 
he teacheth that the moſt excellent giktes 
of a Chꝛiſtian, which we by faith receiue 
of Ch, & the eternall ſeed of regeneras 
tion, cannot, neither ought to mooue vs, 
to loath our fozmer calling be it neuer ſo 
lowe oz baſe, neither to deſire to ſtep into 
any other, till it pleaſe God to offer vnto 
vs ſome iuſt * neceſſary cauſe of change, & 
to ad vnts pcomon gikłtes of aChyiſtian, 
ſome ſpeciall which are pzoper and pecu- 
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lier, fox that lawfull calling whereunto 


dur veſtres are wholly and onely carried, 
and the Lozve effectualiy calleth vs. But 
leaſt any ſhoulde obiett that this generall 
law, is nat ſo ſtraightip to be kept of all: 
belides that the woꝛdes of this texte will 
contute him, he map reav the 17, verſe of 
the 7. Chapter to the Corinthians. Oꝛ if 
be yꝛoceede and ſap, it is no oꝛdinaunce e- 
ſtabliſhed, oz not in ali Churches, the ves - 
ry wozdes of the Text there will suer⸗ 
thꝛowe him. But as God hath diſtributed to 
euery mam, as the Lorde hath called enery 
one, ſolet him walke,and ſo ordaine I in all 
Chmches, Then wee ſee in effecte, what 
this general Lawe is: Mamelp, that as 
Souldiers in warre haue and keepe eue⸗ 
ry one hys ſranding place in the ſight 
of their Captaine : ſo euerpe Chziitian 


. hould haue and keepe his ſeuerall calling 


in the pꝛelence ofthe Loꝛde ok Iyfe, who 
hath in wiſedame and mercy called them 
thereunto. Foz if they doe not, as expe⸗ 
rience teacheth in warre and in peace, 
then they muſt needes tumble and indan⸗ 
ger themſelues, vere and ow others, 
hurt and diſquiet the church, whole peace 
and felictrie all her Childzcn cughte to 

' Is 
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redeeme, euen with the loſſe of blood and 
life. O that this Lawe were deeply pzin- 
ted and grauen into the harts ot all Chi- 
ſtians, and were as eaſilie to bee leatned g 
ſeene in our liues, as it map be in this pꝛe⸗ 
cept, then we ſhould ſee with no (mal top; 
the Churche our mother with cheerefull 
countenaunce to lift vppe her head, which 
now, tu the griefe of many, hangeth verie 
low, and whoſe heart lamenteth the looſe- 
neſſe, ſecuritte, the aſpiring and vnquiet 
minves, and the continuall dilazder of her 
chilvzen, which had rather doe any thing, 
then that whith pꝛincipallie concernerh 
them. Fo) ik it be demanded from whence #81 © 
tommeth al this diſopder,athome;abzoav, e <7 
in publike and pꝛiuate perſons; in com⸗ 
mon wealth, and in the Church, in towns, 
in Uniuerſities, and in Cities: the canſe 
is euident no man can denie it: father and 
childe, huſband and wife, maſfcr and ſer⸗ 
uaunt, rich and pooze, magiſtrate and ſub⸗ 
tect, Paſfo2 and people, haue bꝛoken and 
tranſgreſſes this generall Law and come 
mandement of Gov. They know not tru⸗ 
lie their gifts and callings, they haue not 
humbly and ſoberly eſtermed ot them. they 
baue not wiſelie, diſcrectite, and with a 
* ſingle 
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ſingle eie iudgen chem ſelues, they haue 
not with care and conſcience diſcharged 
their duetie to God. Finallie, they haue 
bꝛoken aut ok their ſtanding places, aud 
burſt aſunder the lifts of their callings, c 
cannot, neither will be bounde to oꝛder E 
obediente, no not with the boundes ofthe 
Lade of their Creatoꝛ. The cauſes of all 
this diſozver in all degrees ſball appeare, 
and bee declared in their pꝛoper places 
next ſolowing, as alſo the remedies wher⸗ 
by it may bee remooued, and good oꝛder 
(the health of both the bodies) reſtoꝛede 
b2ouchtxain into the Church and com⸗ 
mon-wea 
It followeth in the tert: 4 That no man 
preſume to vnderſtande aboue that whiche is 
meete. Paul declareth this generall Law, 
firſt as pou ſee by the contrarie, that wee 
might the better vnderſtand © ſee by this 
negation, what he ment by the affirmati- 
on: and alſo that we might wiſely collect 
the cauſe ofthe fozmer diſozder, whereof 


I haueſpoken.A wiſe and vſuall oꝛder in 


erhozting,obſerued ofthe Pꝛophetes, ha⸗ 
uing regard not what ought to be firſt in 
knowledge, but firff in pꝛattiſe:not reſpe⸗ 
cting the perfection of oꝛder, but the coz 
ruption 
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ruption ot our nature. Foʒ we being ful ot 
pꝛide, ſelt· loue, vain - gloʒꝑ, arrogãcy um 
bit ion, it is neteſſary that this hard q haa⸗ 
ſen wall made & grounded vpon the harde 
bꝛalen pillersof oziginall concupiſcence, 
ſhould firſt be caſt down#digged vp, with 
the gruunde-wozke thereof, befoze wee 
can ſee and feele the ſweet grace of God, 
e the comfo2table pꝛeſence of his Spirit; 
in humbling our pꝛoud hearts, & woztting 
in our mindes a ſound iudgemeut. UUee 
muſt therkoꝛe, foꝛ the better keping ok the 
general law, caſt off theſe two burdens $ 
pꝛeſſe vs down, ouerweening ok sur gifts, 
aͤnd ambition, which make the minde not 
conttt wich her own eſtate c calling. Fo2 
as darkneſſe & light cannot dwell in one 
place at one time ſo pꝛide and humilitie. 
ambition and godly contentation cannot 


dwell in one man. So long as pꝛide that 
blindeth our eies and a diſliking of our e. 


ſtate poſſeſſe the bart, ther is no place fo 
an hũble & ſound iudgement, no roome fo2 


an affect ion contented to reſt in p poztton; 


which God hath allstted vnto vs. The 
plelled apoſtle ſeing this, chargeth þ.Ros 
mans to put out. diſpoſſes their harts of 


thole twoenimies: wherin,albettthey — 
their 
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their abode ſince the fall of our firlk Pas 
they muſt bee 
le we are, and 


ehquib out, that Cha . 


bee ours by the « IC — U es 
be ſtrong men, and 10 _— em will not bee 
viſpolleſſed by any wean poder: — they 


will giue place to the fopte and powerfull 
hand of a ſtronger: that is, to the ſpicite of | 
God, which filleth vp the lowe valleies, 

raffeth downe the high mountaines. As 
they be ſtrong to keepe polleſſion, ſo they 
be ſtrong to ſtrike, to wounde, to flap and 
deſtroy, both the Ecrleſiaſticall and Poli⸗ 
tique bodies of the Church and Common 
welth, Fo2 from theſe two peſtilent foun- 
taines,ſelfe-loue'and ambition flow, enui⸗ 
ing ok the good, bitter contention and ſtri⸗ 
uing with the equall, dildaine # contempt 
of the inkeriours. Pence it is, that the go⸗ 
uerno2s of the Church thinke too well of 
them lelues, not humbly begging the di⸗ 

rection of Gods ſpirite, but expounde the | 
wo acco2ding to their own fancies: that 
they deſire to rule as they liſt:deuiſe newe 


| offices : confounde thoſe which the Lozde 


| hath wiſely diſtinguiſhed: challenge vnto 


— new titles, new names, —_ 
ie 
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lie pꝛerogat iues, and vnlawfull iuriſdic⸗ 
tion ouer their bzethen. All which vices, 
as they ſpʒung vß lirſt in the Churche ok 
| Rome, ( — this admoniti- 
on ol Paule, foꝭ the pꝛeuent ing ot them) ſo 
bauyng nowe deavlie. wounded the bo- 
die, and wholie deſtroyed and de faced that 
Churche , they haue ſpꝛead their bowes. 
and bzaunches into manie places ot the 
Lozdes Uineparde , wherein they haue 
taken ſuch deepe rootel, that it is to bee 
feared, that as they now doe ouerſhadowe 
the tender plants of the D2charvof God. 
ſo they will in time conſume and deſtroie 
the whole growthe , with the poyſon of 
their cozruption, except they bee plucked 
vp by the rootes, Fo2 my part, examining 
the matter with an indifferent minde, J 
can ſee no other root whence theſe rotten 
and vnnaturall bowes ſhould ſpꝛing, then 
this high and loftie minde, whereby men 
doe p2eſume to thinke ol themſelues, ann 
of the treaſure of grace which they baue, 
moꝛe then they ought to vo. Whp woulde 
not Diotrephes reteiue John & the other 
faithfull miniſters of the woꝛde? Wheres 
foze din he pꝛattle with malicious woꝛds 
againt them Whywould be me . 
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ſelfe receitie,no2 ſuffer others to intertain 


the bzethzen : Ua not this the onelie 
caule ꝛ becauſe he louen to haue the pꝛee⸗ 


mimence in the thurchs Read the third e⸗ 


piſtle of Iohn: what cauſed the Scribes 
and Phariſees to contemne & diſdain the 
baſe eſtate#low degree of Chʒiſt and his 


pooze Dilciples they loued the chtef pla- 


ces at feaſts, and deſired the chiet ſeate in 
the aſſemblies, and greeting in the mar» 
kers,and to be called of men Kably, Rab- 
v5: was not this becauſe they were hich- 
minded: Uh did Iames g Iohn, their 
mother, moued by them, deſire ta be chie ⸗ 
keſt in the kingdom of Thꝛiſt:Oꝛ why did 


the other diſciples diſdain at this requeſt: 
was it not only becaule their harts were 
puffed vp wich paide, vain-glozp,anv am- 


bition : why vid ſome peach to adde at- 
fliction vnto Paules bonds? was it not 
bicauſe they thought better of themſelues 
and their gifts chen ol him and his gifts: 
and by enuying him troubled the church: 


O cherefoze howe' neceſſary it is fo2 vs 
chat be ol the Church, to beate down this 


b2azen 


wall ok pꝛide, pꝛeſumption, and 
ambition, which tauſe all theſe viſazvers 
n vs, that God map reare vp - our 

carts 


vers, Imight ſay, p deſtroiers of families. 
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beartes the ne we foztreſleof a ſounde, dil⸗ 
creete, bumble and ſober minde, and ſa 
make vs ſincere obſeruers ofthis general 
Law. All theſe things J haue ſpoken doe 
ſufficientlie teache, howe ſome Churches 
haue been, and are at this day ſsze woun- 
ded, others veſfroted by theſe twohozrible 
monſters, of p2ide and ambition, which 
will not be ſubrect to any, nay which wil, 


if they be ſulfered, lift vp their heads into 


the thꝛone of the Lozv, Now to the Coms 
mon wealth, wherein if we ſhall aſke the 
wiſeſt men of all ages that be paſt.either 
religious oꝛ pꝛophane, they will tel you ; 
which by long e certaine experience they 
baue learned: namely, p this pzond ę am⸗ 
bitious lurpziſing of ciftes, diſliking of 
mens pꝛoper dealings, haue byn p diſtur⸗ 


tribes, towns, cities, kingdos g empires. 


| Do Moſes, Iehoſua ,Dauide p pꝛophets, 
haue le in their w2itings this to be lear 


ned of ſuch as wil read thẽ. The pꝛophane 


waiters both Grecians æ Romans, which 
haue regiſtred pᷣ viuerſities,thiges,ouer- 
thꝛows & ruins of cõmõ wealths,voteach 
the lame better then the time will ſuffer 
me ee to rehearſe. But to on | 
the 


| 1 
ah 


pot. 
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the auncient monuments and hilfozies of 
the old time, e to come to our one coun⸗ 
trie: did euer any man harden his heart 
heere in Englan 


de againſt lawfull regi⸗ 


ment, which hath not been full sk pꝛide e 


ambition? Can the ſober minded man, re⸗ 
ting and taking his felicitie in his baſe 
and lowe calling,lift vp his hand to pluck 
the regal crown, from the head of the laws 
full gouernour? No,no,vdeerely beloued, no 
moze then an heauie ffone,can aſcend into 
the higheſt region of the firmament. It is 
the lyght head and the aſpyzing mynde, 
which through pꝛide & ambition, fliech in⸗ 
to the Pꝛinces pallace. Seeing then that 
theſe two vices ol pꝛide and ambition, voe 
not only eternally covemn ſuch as are in- 
fected with them ( which is molt fearefull) 
but alſo wound and deſtroy the ſocietie of 


- the ſaints, and the pollicie of kingdomes⸗ 
ſeeing that the Lo2d by his Apolife 


heere, 
voth ſo 'ffraightly foꝛbid them, as the moſt 
vaungerous enemies vnto this generall 
Lawe: J am to charge pou in the name ot 
Chꝛiſte. from the higheſt to the Lowell, to 


thꝛom vown pour ſelues bekoꝛe the maie- 


fp ok god, crauing earnefily 5; graee of his 
ſpirit comontify thele euil — 4 
| i they 


* 
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they may haue in them neither poylon to 
kil the ſoule, no} power to hurt p Church 
oz common wealth. And ſoz pou chat are 
the miniſters of Cod, our gouetnaps, it 
pou will learne howe ta eſtaulich this gee 
nerall lame, and to remedie all the abules 
ttzhereuf, veholde, this muſt be pour wile⸗ 
dome. I irſt plucke vp by the rootes tho⸗ 
rough the miniſterie ei the woꝛd, and the 
authazitie of the ſwooꝛde all pꝛaude and 
high lookes, arrogant and amviticus pers 
ſons:ſet befoze pour eies the godlie zeale 
of Dauid, Him ({aith Dauid) that hath u 
proude locks and high heart, I cannot ſuffer. 
Aga ine, Brrimes will I deſtroy allthe wicket 
in the land, that I may cui 2 All the workers 
of iniquitie from the citie of the Lorde. O 
that all her Patefiies: Counſell, and all 
other Paciftrates in this Lande, had kin⸗ 

deled in their bꝛeaſtes, ſuche a ʒeale ot 
Gods gloꝛp, ſuch a hatred of all ſin, name 
lie, of pꝛide and ambition, and ſuch a loue 
of his ſaber and found iungement, whiche 
bꝛeedeth humbleneſle ot heart, and a mind 
fully contented with any eſtate, whereun⸗ 
to the Lo talleth vs. Secondariſy aboue 
all chingas, it behooueth pou that bee the 
b Ane ſeruants in Magiſkracie, to eſta: 
C blith 


” 
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bliſh euerie one within his charge e iuril 
diction, chis general law: pꝛouiding that 
euery man haue wherin to occupy himſelf 
and his gittes, accowing to the tenoz of 
this law, in his owne ſtanding, place and 
vocation : and that hee do diſcharge it ac⸗ 
coding to the meaſure and pꝛopoꝛtion of 
vis gittes, which he hath receined foꝛ that 
purpoſe, Foz none in the Church e houſe 
of God mult want his office: none mulk 
walke inozvinatelp: none muſt be idle in 
vis calling, ox vnpꝛoſttable. As therekoze 
pou know pour enemies, and how to van⸗ 
quiſh them, and alſo the law of the Love, 
how to eſtabliſh it: take heede vnto your 
ſelues, and dallie not in the Lozdes mats 
ters. Foz if you ſhall not betimes by the 
Cwo2ne of inffice, cut off all that deſerue 
veath by the lawe, not ſuffering pour eye 
- £otakepittie bpon any,and allo coꝛrect os 
ther malefactozs accozding to their de⸗ 
ſert, without partialitie:know fo2 certain⸗ 
tie that the iuſte God will require their 
vlood at pour hanves. Againe, if pou ſhall 
pꝛeterre pour owne pollicies and deuiſes, 
vefoze the eſfabliſhing of this generall 
law ok God, aſſure pour ſelues, that your 
L ozde and Malter, whole perſon _ 
4 _ arne, 
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Faine, will neuer ſuffer ſuchcontem 


theſe vices, and all other finnes, as pou 
loue this vndefiled lawe of rhe Lo2de, let 


one, and pour loue declared in ellabliſhing 
the other. It follo wet. y | 
At God hath dealt to cuery one the meaſure 
ef facth.This ſentence ſbeweth what it is 
to bee wiſe accozding to ſobziet ie, oz to 
haue ſuch vnderſtanding that a man may 
ſoũdly iudge. It is as it he ſhold ſey, here⸗ 
by pe ſhalt know what it is to be wiſe ac⸗ 
coding to ſobzietp, it pou mark & conſtder 
Pp God bath giuen to euerp one ſeuerallie 
a certaine pꝛoper and petuliar meaſure of 
faith, that is, of any heanenly gift, diuers 
fro þgifrof regeneration, which ought to 
be employed to theencreaſe ot pour mutu⸗ 
all faith, Fo2 heere the Apoſile giueth no 
pzeceptes howe thoſe Chyiftans ſhoulde 
beff pꝛouide fo2 their own ſafetie(fo2 that 
he hath done, and doth hereafter moze pars 
ticularly) but how they may beſt pꝛouide 
fo2 the ſafety of the church & euery mem- 
ber thereof: which is done by keeping our 
ſelues, within the compaſſe of the gikte 
whiche God hath giuen, nepcher eſtee ; 

2 ming 


pt ok 
- himvnpuniſted . Therefoze as you hate 


your hatred bee ſhewed in aboliſhing tbe 
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ming ok it greater value then it iv, ney⸗ 


ther deſiring to ſtxetch it farther, and to a 
moze excellent high calling, then it is gi⸗ 
uen fo} : neither pet by not ſeeing, oz too 
abiectlie thinking ok that gift which we 
haue, 92 els enuping others which haue 
the lame gikt in greater meaſure. Tben 
the pzoper ſenſe is this: looke what cer⸗ 
Laine and pꝛaper gift of Grace God hath 
giuen to anie-of you, not fo2 your p2tuate 
p2olice,but fox the publike good and bene⸗ 
nefice ofthe bodie, in humble iudgement, 


diſcreete wiſdome, and ſoundnes of mind, 
dkonſider and thinke vpon it, be thankefull 


fo it, let that be your ſober wiſedome, let 
that content and ſatiſſie pour heartes, not 
extending it further then it can reach, not 

ouerpeſſing it, noꝛ thinking too baſely of 
it: not enuying others which haue either 
other great er giktes, 02 the ſame gift in 
greater meaſure, Fo2 ſeeing God in his 
excelent and incompꝛehenſible wiſbome, 
hath diſpoſed both viuers gifces to diuers 


men, and the ſame giktes in adiuers meas 


ſure, to the p2ofit, peace, and p2eleruation 
of his people:as the miſliking of this heas 
uenly and wiſe diſpenſation pzoceedeth of 
great kollie, inſolencie, and want of iudge⸗ 
1 . ment: 


ment: ſd the diſozdering, conkounding, and 
toꝛrupting thele gifts, mult needes tende 
to the ruine and vr ter duerthꝛowe of the 
Churche. Foꝛ, conſider J beleeche pou 
(deare bꝛechꝛen) if euerie member of our 
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bodp ſboulde either ſtretch his giktes far⸗ 


ther then they can reache, as ik the hande 
would neeves ſee and direct the body, if it 
would ſpeake:ct: oꝛ it the head would goe 
againe, it the hand ſhould thinke it lelfe ok 
greater excellencie then the heade, oz if 
thꝛough enuie of the greater giftes ot the 
eyes, which are mote excellent, it would 


lie, if the left hande, bauing the ſame gift 
which the right hath, woulde ennie it, be- 
cauſe it is moze apt, quicke and readte in 
the vſe ol the lame ⸗ would we not crie out 


denie to do the office of the hand: 01 final⸗ 


of this conkuſlon, as moſt vnnaturall and 


monſtrous, and ſuch as without all doubt, 
woulde vtterlie deftroie the whole bodie? 
Neuertheleſſe wee ſee it in the Churches 
of Englande, which pꝛokeſlſe them ſelues 
parts of the whole, and are not aſfonilhev. 
QCUe haue ſeen it a long time, pet we ca 
not be vnkainedlie greeuev:we cannot bee 
peſwaved to feare and tremble, at the p2e» 
125 os which hanxeth ouer our mw 
3 02 


100 C. . 
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Foꝛ alaſſe, muſt we not looke fo2 the hea» 
uie hand of the Lozve,when we ſee many 


ignozant men, not only void of ali ſkill in 


the Hebzue, Greeke, æLatiue tongues, in 


Logicke:Rhetozicke,and other Arts: but 


allo( which J am aſhe med ts ſpeake) both 


vupde ol the knowledge of the poctrineof 
repentance, and alſo wicked and lewde in 
lile:who are pet ſo bold, ſo impudent, ot ſo 
harde faces, that they dare pꝛeſent them» 


ſelues to the learned Biſhops, and ſo ex* 
tend and fretch out, J will not lay they? 
'Kifts; which they baue not, no p ſhazowe 


ofa gikt, to take vppon them the high em⸗ 


-baſſage of their God: to carry to his peo- 


ple the glad tidinges of laluation, which 


Chute hath purchaled foz them with his 


molt pꝛecious blood. O chameleſſe impu⸗ 


dencp + Shall he cake vppon him to holde 


the helme, that is ſcarce woꝛt hie to ſit in 
the ſincke? D damnable boldneſſe, O cos 
netous Patrones, that fo2 gaine pzeſent 
ſuch vnwozthie men to the Biſhops: O 
fooliſhmenthat will commend chf whom 
they oucht to diſpꝛaiſe: O miſerable Bi⸗ 
ſhops, that bp laping on of their handes, 
litt vp thole into Moles chaire, who oughe 
rather to bee thzuſte co the * 

a piow. 


, 
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plowe. UThat both mote diſhononr Cov, 
viſcrevite the Goſpell, confirme the Ads: 
uerſaries of the truth, and incourage the 
Rebell in his reaſon, then this ignozance Zi, 
and impietie of the Pinifters: Fo. 
beſeeche ou tell mee: can the honour and 
pꝛaiſe of Gods wiſedome, be commended 
by the follie and ignozaunce of his Mini⸗ 
ſter? Can the ineſtimable Treaſure and 
' riches of the gracious Pzince, bee ſeene 
in the beggarlie nakedneſle.of an vngra⸗ 
ciaus and baſe Ambaſſadour? Lan the ad; 
uerlaries of the grace of Chziſte, by logs 
king vppon an Jvoll, which hath nothing 
but a heweof that it is not, bee dilwaden 
fromthe woꝛchippe of Jpolles? Can hee 
bꝛyng men from errour, which can teach 
no trutbe $ Can hee that is trayteroullie 
affected to Magiſtracte, become a lop⸗ 
all Subiect, and neuer heare his Paſſour 
pꝛoue by the woꝛde of God, that all mull 
be ſubiect, not onlie fo feaxe, but fo2 cone 
ſeience ſake : Finallie, can the carnall 
minded man, and the blaſphemous As 
theilt bee perſwaded, that Chꝛiſt is the res 
deemer of the wozlde, whoſe Diniffers 
theſe bee Therefoze as all Chziſfiang 
are pꝛiuatelie to looke vatothem "og 
474215 4 _ yep 
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their giftes and callings, that they tie and 

ius their iudgement and affection to che 
meaſure ot tchit faichlall grace they haue 


rereiued: ſo all Magiſtrates ure by the 


0 


door ——ů Wer bebe 


nn Now followe 


whereof, J will laxe out the pat 
911 8 


not in vame/ to keepe and hold their ohꝛi⸗ 
tau ſubiects within the comp 
ans. ? 73 5307107 7 14% 2 


lot their. 


veth the laf realon or the 
gener all lam For at wee haue mame mem 


bein ons bodit', and all membert huue not 


oo ce. ſo nes being mauie are but one bo- 
Hein (Chriſt & euer one, one another mem- 
u. This lalk reaſon taken from the mu⸗ 
tuall vifpoſtcion of the bodie, is by the A» 
poſtle applied; not onelie to tbe Saintes 
at Rome, bat alle generallie tothe whole 
Churrhe ol Chyzilte / whiche, as it teas 
cheth an vnitte of bodie, a multitude of 
members under one head, a var terte ot du⸗ 
ties, and a divttſitie of giftes : ſo it ſhe⸗ 
weth manikeſtlie, that this diſlinction in 
the bodte, whereok ariſeth the gouerne⸗ 
ment ok the whole, making fox tte lokerle 
of the whole and euerie parte, is moſt ne- 
reſſarp, moſt pyoficable: and therefode pers 
petuall and inimutable. In conſideration 
es moꝛe 
plainly, 
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plainly, leaſt any ſhoulde take vpon him 
though pꝛeſumption, a greater charge 
then he can luſtaine, oz the mealure of his 
gitis permit, and the rather, fo that there 
are in theſe two verſes 47 ſimilitudes, al- 
bett at the firſt vie we, there ſeemeth to be: 
but one. The firlt is as we haue in one na⸗ 


turall body manp members: ſo we haue in 


one catholique Church many members. 
The ſecond, as all members of the natus 
rall bodye , haue not one office , ſo all the 
members ot the Church, haue not one ol⸗ 
fice, The thirde, as many members in the 


natural body haue one bead, wherein they 


are: lo manp members in che Church haue 
one head, wherein they are. The fourth e 


laſt, as in a naturali bodpe, euery niember 


is anothersſo in the Church euery mem⸗ 
ber is andthers. Al which particuler ſmi⸗ 
litudes are neteſlarily colletted out ok the 
Apoſtles woꝛds, in the 4. and 5:verſes, as 


you map platnely ſee. The ſauie ſimili⸗ 


tudes, though not in the lame woꝛdes, yet 
to the lame purpole, our Apoltle vleth in 
the twelfch Chapiter of the firſt Epiſtle 
to the Coxinthians, ſaping: Ar the boby i 


one, and hath many members,c all the mem- 


bers of the body, which is one, though they be 1.Cor-12.13 


—_— 


„ 


ö 
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yet are but one body, euen ſo id Chriſt, 
That is, the church ol Chziſt. Me pꝛoſecu⸗ 
teth it farther, as wee ſhall hereafter ſee, 
But firlf, let v3 ſomewhat moe diligent⸗ 
lie conſider accoꝛding to theſe fcure ſimi⸗ 
litudes, ok the ſtate, condition and regi⸗ 
ment of the Churche of Chziffe heere in 
earth : foz hence ariſe foure maſk excellent 
and wozthp rules, touching the ſpirituall 
gouernement of the miſticall body of 
Chziſt. The ſieſt is this; There mutt bee. 
and ought to bee in the church of Chziſe,: 


many members. The firſt ſimilitude tea⸗ 


cheth this? the 12. te pCozinthians doth. 
conclude and determine it: for the boay ie 
not one member but many: againe: if they 
were all one mẽber, where were the body? but 
now there are, many members, zei but one bo- 
dy, Therefoze there mu be many mem- 


bers in pCharch. By a member he mea⸗ 


nethſuch a part of the body, as bath retei⸗ 
ued from the heave , ſome particuler any 
neceſſary gifte, fit cobelpe and benefice 
the whole body, anyeyerp memberthere- 
of, as it appeareth by the laſt ſimilitude, 
and by the enumeration of the parts ime 
mediatly following. . Gul 


mane meme 
bers 
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bers there be in the bodie: what they bee! 

and howe they be named and called: and 
what be their dueties and callings:the A⸗ 


poſtle himſelfe will aunſwere plainely in 
the next verſes , and perkectlie and fully 


determine all thele queſtions, ſaying: 


Thele members are either Doctours to 
teach, Paſs)s toerhoze, Elvers to rule, 

Deacons to diſtribute , Atcenvers vppon 
the pooze ffraungers and the ſicke, oz elle 
the people and Saints, which are taught, 
erhozted, ruled, and receiue almes and re; 
leefe. Theſe are al:no mo, no fewer. So tbe 
neceſſity of p relation plainly pꝛooueth, & 
theſe are ſuch as are able to execute ⁊ per⸗ 


building vp,and avozning ofthe myfficall 
body of Chiiff, as ſhall hereafter appeare 


moze at large in the particular panoling | 


of euery ſeuerall office, 


Naw A beleech you.let vs iudge indiffe 


rent ly of p body of p Church of England, 
whether it be perfect oz no. hauing no wãt 
of anyneceſſary mẽ ber, no any part vnne⸗ 
cefſary;Fo2 ił nature lack an one, be it ne 
tier ſo baſe, it it be but one toe, ſhe is ſoꝛp. 


the is greued,ſhe lamẽteth, ſhe iudgeth her 
ſelf maintedpen.the wold redeem it whe 
pe⸗ 


fozme , any duty belonging to the perfect 


. rr 
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perill oflooſing the reſt: ſuch is her loue 

and deſire to appeare in her beautye and 

perkection. The Church of God in Eng⸗ 
tanv(deare'Chyiſttans)which is the belo: 

-. PF; ned — of Chꝛiſt, which deſtreth to ap- 


| .»;(peare' moſt beaticifull and perfect in the 
7 e 


epes of her louer, ſhee wanteth her Pa⸗ 
ſiours, Teachers, Elders, Deacons and 
her Actenvers vpon the pooꝛe, therefoze 
{be hangeth downe her head fo2 heauines, 
ber eyes ber bleared with teares, her 
cheekes be deſiled with the water of ber 
eyes, her hart is heauy with\ozrowe, her 
bones are withered' with dꝛinelſe, her 
whole body is cloathed in ſackecloath, ſhe 
ſyech in caues and vennes, beeing almoſt 
alhamed to ſhew her face, hauing ſs defo2- 
med and maymed a body: buch ought ro 
be as bright as the. Sunne, and as faire as the 
Cant. q. & 61 Mone: yea, of ten thouſand the cinefeſt. A. 
gaine on the other ſive, if nature doe eſpie 
Nin the body any ſuperfludus member, as 

tt ſhee haue three hands, three feete . oꝛ ſire 

finxers, by and by ſhee miſliketh her ſelfe; 
the hateth the-ſuperfluity,ſhee laboꝛeth to 
cut it off, becauſe ſhee ts contented with 
berſelfe, deſiring no moe partes then ſhee 
2 hating it it bee but — of 

k. 
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fleſhe, that is moze then needs, She would 
haue many members, but not toomany- 

te would haue all her members, ſhe wold 
want none, leaſl ſhe ſhould appeare either 
monſtrous, which is kearcfull, o maimed, 
which is hatefull. Euen ſo is it with the 
Church and ſpouſe of Chzift in England. 
Fog, as ſhe is gricued fox the lack of thoſe 
partes which are wanting: ſo ſhee abboz⸗ 
reth and loatheth ſuch as are abdounding: 
as namely, the callinges ofArchhilhops, # © 
Biſhops, deanes, Archdeacons, Deacons, 
Chauncellers, Commillaries, Officials, e 
all ſuch as be ratber members and partes 
of the whoze and ſtrumpet of Rome, then 
of the pure virgin and Dpoule of the im⸗ 
maculate Lambe. Therekoze the veſireth 
theſe/ifthep will needs be of her body) ta 
ſbew that they bee created of Cod, and vs 
nite> to her by Ch1if her hend. Ik they 
will needes be of the heatienly Hieruſas 
lem, let th em ſhew that t ey came dow 
ftom Wat „and who gaue 1520 from 

thence 2. Fez the Apoſtles neuer knewe 
| them, Dion hath not heardeofthem:Hies 
ruſalem which is aboue, wil not acknow⸗ 
ledge them:the watchmen, no doubt, bees 
ing a lleepe, they haue crept into the 175 
tte 
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tie ofthe Lozd, But now they are eſpied: 

nom the Church complapneth of them, 
both becauſe they haue no title, noz inte⸗ 
reft in it, as publique members: and alſo 
betaule by the length of their vnlawfull 
Cwoozwes , they keepe outlawfull meme 
bert ol the body. We therefoze that are 
* the Lozvesremembzauncers, muſt neuer 
„et him ret, till he haue expelled them out 
1 ok Hieruſalem, wherin they haue no right 
| to exerciſe ſuch vnlawfull aucchozitie . 
Therefoze we humbly veſire and beſrech 
all that are in higher places, and haue ac⸗ 
ceſſe vnto her excellfe Maieſtp, that they 
woulde foz the loue they beare to the 
Church of Chziff , in tender compaſſion 
looke vpon our Churth, which maketh ſo 
fuſf a complaint: chat they would ſend foz 
the Pꝛeachers ofthe wozde, enquire what 
is lacking, and what is too muche, and lo 
repapꝛe and builde vp the walles ofHie* 

rulalem the pꝛaile of the woꝛlsd. 

The ſecond rule is, that che members 
of the body mut haue but one office: that 
is. euery one his ſeuerall & diſtinct office , 
Fox God is not the authoz of confuſion, 
but of good 02der , and neceſſarie diſtinc⸗ 
tion. So ſaith Paule There are diuerſitie 


7 


diners one in reſpect of an other, yet they 
mape agree in one man: we mut conſis 


rene vWF RN cs ww eee RN os 
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of gifter aud admmiſirations , of operations: 


worketh all n all , And leaſt any ould obs 
iect, that this may bee, and pet no let but 
that one man hauing manpe giftes maye 
baue diners offices: fo2 though they bee 


der that the Apoſile ſpeaketh heere, of dis 
uers mẽ bers of one bodp , E meaneth » e⸗ 
uerp one muſt haue his ſeueral gift, p mas 
keth a ſeucraloffice fo2 the common pꝛoſtt 
of others. This ſeuerall and ſpeciall gifte 
bindeth to one ſeuerall and ſpeciall oſfice, 
Fo? the ſame Apoflle teacheth, that thoſe 
gifts are not only diſtinguiſhed in nature, 
but allo in perſon :laying , Toene is giuen 
the worde of wiſedome ; vnto an other the 
worde of knowledge, & c. Therefoze eue⸗ 
rye perſonne 02 member of the Churche, 
muffe haue bis owne: pzoper and ſeutrall 
office, that hee may vle it to the come 
mon commoditie ok all his fellow-meme 
bers. It che naturall members ofthe 
bodſe doe perfectly perfozme their ſeue⸗ 
call dueties, then it muff needes goe well 
with the body, and nature muſt needes 
delighe and take greate pleaſure in i ; 

: [4 


yer but eue ſpirite, one Lorde, one God which i. Cor. 12.4. 


1. Cor. 3. 8. 


ne 


/ oy 


"a 


ing then veloued) in dur church the Deas 
ton encrocheth vpon the office of the Pao: 


3 127 Dacraments) women vpon the office 


Worgott "Va 
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but if contrarily, one member doe encroch 


— 22 — 


vpon theoffice of an other, it muſt needes 


tend to the deſtruction ok the bodye. So al 
ſutediy the eſtate of the Church is beit, 
and moſt flouricheth, when there is nei⸗ 
ther too many, noꝛ too fewe members, ac⸗ 
coding to the ſtrſt rule, neither confuſion 
ok offices accoꝛding to the ſetond. Sees 


ſfoꝛ. foʒ he pꝛayeth openly and miniſtreth 


ok men ko they baptize) pꝛiuate men vp⸗ 
pon the office of publique perſons (foz one 
man doth lulpend from the Sacramentes - 
and excommunicate) the Doctour vpon 
the offiee of the Paſfour ( ſoꝛ both ind iffe⸗ 
rentlp teach, exhoꝛt, and miniſter the Sa⸗ 
craments) the Eccleſiaſficall perſon vpon 
the office of the ciuill Magiſtrate:and 


'contrarilp; the ciuill'vponiche'Eccleſi- 


uſticall (fo; they enterchangeably han⸗ 


dle and diſcide cinill and Eccleſtaſticall 


tontrouerſies) ſeeing J Cape; here is no 
diſtinction, but conkuſton: no conten⸗ 
ting with one duetie, but encroching vp⸗ 
pon many, no wile ozder in gouernement, | 
vue a fooliſhe and pernicious ſpuffeling 

toxeas 
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togeather of viuers dueties, which the 
Lope hath beere and elſe where, in ſun⸗ 
dry plates of his wozd dikinguithed: haut 
we not iuſt und neceſſaty cauſe to beſeech 
E p2ap ſuch as be in authozity, not to ſufs« 
fer their eie · lids either to ſlũber o2 fleep, 
til they haue remoued thele ſuperfluities, 
ſupplied theſe wants, and refourmed this 
intollerable confuſion, that the bodp ot the 
Church may appeare laber n 
ty and health: | 
The z. rule is, theſe many — 


moſt nearely & ſurely vnited, and of whom 
they muſt be one ly and perpetually ruled, 
All the parts of the naturall body, bet auſe 
they are by manp tointes and bandes fit iy 
e ſurely coupled to the head, they receiue 
life, ſence, power, motion and ſtrength to 
perfourme their: duet ies, and mutually to 
helpe one another, and all this is done by 
the vertue of this naturaU vnion. Foz if 
that were not; no part were able to ſerue 
either it ſelfe, o; any other o that heeing 
in this vuion they liue, being ſenered they 
dye and periſh, Enen ſo it fareth with the 
—— of þ Church: fox they veeing by 
3 AG F * ſurely vniten q 


muſt haue but one head lo whom they args 


knit 
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 kniccoChzift their heade , he conitayeth 
into euerye one by his ſpixite and taith. 
like to quicken them, wiſedom to lighten 
them, ſence fo leeling, and all other gras 
tes, and ſkrength to defend chem again} 
all aduerſary power, and to bing them ta 
the perfect vnion and ſellowſbip, which 
is in himſelfe. We are the tender bꝛaun⸗ 
ches, he is the vine: if wee be in him, wee 
fhall receiue ſpirituall nour iſhement to 
life euerlaſting, and all things that apper 
taine ko our health, ik wee be out ol bim, 
wee cannot but die. and that eternally. e 
= 4 dnely is the vine whereunto we mult bee 
”  Fraffed: be onelp is the band that bindeth 
vs vnto him: the bzaunches that are not 
in the vine, muſt neeves wither and vpe: ik 
he binde vs not vnto him ſelke, wee muſt 


- one from an other. De onely is the cauſe 
ok all vnion with himſelfe, and among 
the members; to make all the members 
at one with him, and with chem lelues. 
Amd alſo, to take awap all difference and 
diſcoꝛde, he hath giuen not a Pope, not an 
Archbiſhop,oz Bichop foꝛ there was pers 
fect vnion bekoze they were, though they 
kalſely beare vs in hande , char thele — 


1e 7. 


t 


needes ſcatter ab)dade , and fall aſunden 
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fo: the maintenaunce at peace:andvnitie) 


bue Apoliles; Cuangeliſtes, Pꝛophetes, x pheſans ! 

Paſtoꝝs and Teachers, by whoſe miniſte - 4. 1. it 
1M 

| 


ry me map be fully lead to a perfect vniiy 
of fauhinChziff,and tothe full age ol the / 
fulneſle ol him. So that be alone by bis 7 t 
owne giftes, muſt keepe all the members 98 MW 
of his Church in perkect vnity, and bythe 5 1 fs 
alſo remoue all tarring in iudgement, and , 
all dilcawe in affectidn. The which har⸗ 

-mony no Pope, Archbiſhop,Aungell, oza⸗ A i 
ny other creature can make. O that wee 70 
might onte heare this plealant ſound and * 1925 

tune ot this harmonye . The putmitiue © 

church they heard it, yea they ſo delighten 

in it, that Saint Luke often repeateth it, 
as though the very bare repeticion theres 
of had wonderfully pleaſen: to mit, that 
(tbe Apaſtles, Dilciples and all continuen 1 
togeather in one place, with one accoꝛ de „ 
with one iudgement, with one minn, with . 
one hart. O heauenly harmonp and vnity, 

befoꝛe euer that Pope, Archbichappe, 82 
oz anp ſuch ſtraunge calling were hatche. 
Therefoze wee are to beſeeche the honos 
rable Counſellers to labour night am 
dape, till it bee graunted vnto vs, that 
wee ay haue libertye, but once to make 1 
2 tryall = | 
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triall and experience, whether we cannot 
-.,- . onely'bythe Lozwes gifts; cy choſe gra⸗ 
.-. - Ces whichveſcended:and camedown from 
the heave, ſec in time all the members of 
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ebe Churche ; that wee map once againe 
:heare the firſt ſong of the firſt Churthe, 
planted by the Apoſtles: the which if wee 
can(as no doubt the Loʒd will giue vs to 
doe) J amperſwaved, as he will pꝛeferre 
it befoze all other harmonies that haue 


vbeene, ſo we ſhall reſt in it without weari 


nelle deſite ol chaunge. 
Again, it all the members ſubmit them⸗ 
ſelues co the gouernment of the head, and 


mnelp follom it, then there can be neither 


deſire of rule, noꝝ bzeache of any good oʒ⸗ 
der. But the admitting of two heads any 
diuers lawes, as it maketh a monſtrouſe 
+" -Yavy,fo a contrary gouerumtt, both which 
nature and good reaſon miſlike and con- 
denme. Nea though not altogether, pet in 
fome part wee ſee theſe diſozders in our 
Church. Foz what elſe is the ſole autho ʒi⸗ 
tie of one pꝛiuate man, to rule oner his fel⸗ 
low bzethzen , to chide them, to toꝛrect 
them, to puniſhthem , to ſuſpend them 
from their office, yea and that which no⸗ 
thing appertaineth to him, to m_— 
THESE . them. 
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tbem. And A beſeechpou tell me, doe they 
all this vy the Lawes ol Chꝛiſt? 

Durely ( deare Chꝛiſtians) we muſt and 
will appeal vnto their honours, from theſe 
vnlawfull iurildictions: if we teach kalſfe 

doctrine, let vs in the pꝛeſente of her Mas! 
teſty and them all be confutedt if we haue ( 
olle ved, we refuſe no puniſhmtt. Me are #7 | 
callev,nap we are ſlanderes ot the papiſts a vo3< | 
and others, with the viueliſh ſect or Puri⸗ 
tans: we are thought to beare ſcarte good 
will vnto her Maieſtie. Mell howſoeuee 

men iudge ot vs. we are that we are, by ß 

grace ot God, and fozmp ſelte I will an⸗ 

ſwere( e J am perſwavev that al that be of 
my iudgement are ofthe ſame minde) tou 
ching my loue and affection towardes my ＋ 


* 


Soueraigne and gracious Pyince-F'pz0- 2 
teftherebefoze God, his Angells and von 
all, that to ſaus her Maieſties life, J wols 
giue my right hand: what ſapd'J2May aſs! 
ſuredly as the Loꝛd liueth, to pꝛolong her ) 
life but oue homze, J would powꝛe out al 
the bloud in my heart, thoughit ſhould run M1 
a thouland year. And Fperſwade-my ſelfe - 
* mozeoner,thatifher Meieſtie ould hear 
and know the groũds of this doctrine, we 
ſhould not long pꝛay in vain lo) the refoꝛ⸗ 
7 1 3 mation 
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mation of the Church. Nad TL CHE. Ftrad! 
The fourth and laſt rule is euery wo: 
ber mult bee one anothers member: that 
is, hating a peculiet office, ſeruing to the 
benefice of all the members; that, by dili⸗ 
gence and loue muſt bee imployed faz the 
pꝛeſeruatian of the whole vodye; and not 
faʒ our own pꝛoſite. Foꝛ euen the leaſt, 
and baſeſt member is ueceſlaty, and ther⸗ 
foze not to bee neglectev oi to bee diſpi⸗ 
ſed, This rule, as it requireth a diligent 
and cont inuall ſeruice ofettery member, 
ſe it condemnech all idleneſſe, and neglect 
of-duetye - It the members of the natu⸗ 
rall bodpe ſhoulve faple in their ſeuerall 
dueties, waulde wee not by and by tuvge; 
that there were in them either want of 
loue vnta others, oz inabiliiye in nature, 
and alſo that this defert woulde tende 
in the ende tothe deſtruction; of the bo⸗ 
dp: J am ſure you will graunt it. Mhat 
(hall wee ſaye then of che members ol our 
Joc Fe Churche, which are fo idle an their tal⸗ 
02 forme map we not molt inffiy.convemne; 
6b} * them fo2 want ol loue-fo2 loue is the bond 
e  ofperfeccion, which bindeth together the 
harts of the ſaints, by her labour and tra⸗ 
_—_ taketh, deren and chem 
them: 


— 
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themiſhee leekech not herowne, ſhee relu ⸗ Cor. z.. 
ſeth no paine;ſhe feareth no perill, ſbe dil | 
vainesh no balenes, ſo y the members and - | 
ſaints of Chzilt, may be bettered by her. 
But aialle, where is ſhe in our Churches: 
vere ly ſhe commeth not abꝛeate into our | 
ſtreetes, ſheeſhewethnorher ſelke in our e de 
all*vlies, ſhe appeareth not in pulpit vay * — | 
lie. ſhe is fatne to hide her ſelfe in certeinne * 

t.onꝛners ot the Church. Fon feeing ſome 15 
pꝛeache not at all, ſume ſelsome, ſome 
baue mo chatges ten is poſſidle fox them 
to diſcharge - ſome ſceke veſpenſarions' „ 
ſome faculties, ſome ſue foz tommenda⸗ 
tions; ſome one thing, ſome fo2 another: 
can we think vᷣ they perſwade thiſelues to 
be mebersof others, ſeruants ti other mes 
bers. not to thẽſelues onlp?thei haue hãds 
eies, c eares, but they reach to thẽſelues, 
not to others:they ſee fox thẽlelues, not fox 
others: they heare alſo, but not foʒ others. 
Moꝛesauer, where it is ſaide, chat v4 
ene another members: we muſt know that 
in diſptling others, wee diſpiſe dur ſelues 
and hurt our ſelues : fo we depꝛiue our 
owne ſoules of choſe venelltes, which o⸗ 
ther ſhoulde miniſter vnto vs fo2 dure 
17 peace. one * then rather ta 
nouriſh 


i 
1 
N 
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nouriſh and cheriſh them, becaule e may 
reape great good ot them. But ſuch is the 
blindneſſe and ſenceleſie dulneſſe ot many 
in our Church, that they eſterme nothing 
of the members that the Loꝛd hath geuen 
and 02dayned foz their ſingular commo- 
diſp . God hath giuen vs in great mertie 
_/ Palfozs and Doc tours to be our eys, to 
yon A 4 leade and direct vs in the wapes of truth: 
„and bolineſſe: Elders. and Deaconsto bee 
are dur haudes, to keepe vs and hold vs in the 
wap, c alſo tu teach vnto vs thoſe thinges 
wee want; Atcenvers vpon vs, to bee our 
feete when wee are not able otherwiſe to 
goe. And yet (D Lone) we deſpiſe them, 
we deride chem nap, that which is incre⸗ 
dible, though they bee the Loꝛdes owne 
gifts, we will not be perl waded, that they 
will, 0x can da vs any good, oz bing any 
oznament ta the bodye. The Lozd fox his: 
merrcp lake open our eies, that wee may: 
ſee, and molliſte aur ſtony hartes, that wee 
map loue our fellow members, and ſerue 
them in tender compaſſion foz euer. Fox 
alaſſe, this is a miſerie, and a great vexa⸗ 
tion of ſpirite, that many Churches haue 
neither eyes, no2 haude, noꝛ feete: ſome: 
haue blind eyes and maymed handes, = 
| | pet 
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pet no man lamenteth : no man weepeth 
for the milerieof Dion, no man goeth as 
bout to reffo2eher to her perfece pzopoz® 
tion, and comelie beautie: Thus pou ſee / 
this generall lam what it is, the two de⸗ 
clarations thereof, the cantrarie and ſimi · 
litudes, how excellent, hom woꝛthie, howe 
p2ofitable, how tertaine, conſ ant, and i ne 
changeable. Foz as it is in the bodie, ſo in 
the Churche, keepe all, pꝛeſerue all, eee 
ſome, keepe none, pꝛeſerue none: chaunge 
one, ſome, oʒ all, then you bꝛeak the Loꝛds 
decree and oꝛdinaunces eſtabliſhed in his 
Church. UUherefozeto make an ende ef 
this part; it appertaineth to their HY. 
( as they will anſwere vefoze Gov at the 
d2eadfultvay of tudgement)to roote out al 
pꝛoude, infolent, and ambitious members 
from the Chutrche and Common-wealth, 
wiſelie and viligentlie to plant, wiſe, mo⸗ 
veſt; ſober,. and ſourid Gouernours: in both 
to pꝛouide that euery one, accoꝛding tu the 
grace receiued ottupie his talent: that in 
the Churchethep ſh1ed of all ſuche big 
fluous members, and ſupplie the wantes 
out of the wozd ; that they auold cotifuſts 
on, and pꝛeſerue it from deſtruttion: that 
they ſee k fo2 vnitie in one onlie head. Je- 


ſus 
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e continyall pꝛaetize 
bis lawes: finally, that they baniſh all i⸗ 
dle perſons from che Citie of God / com- 
pell euerie member by lone to ſerue the 
whole body. If they do this then they ſhel 
lee the Church of Chꝛiſt co appeare to be 
ſuch a one as Chziſte deſcribeth her to be 
in the Song of Songs, and as ſhe was in 
1 her pong ana tender age in che time ot the 
2 . Apolles;1f.not, Jam to conc lude thus: O 

| A 6 oo ngland, England, ᷣ chau kneweſt thoſe 

| (44 - - things which belong vnto thy peace, but 

| dm they are binden frachineepes. Thus 
| 

| 

. 


9 
7 
| 
| 
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much ok ygenerallawappertaining to al. 
Nom followech the ſpecialb law apper- 
taining to ſome:Seeing then wee haue gifts 
that are diuers, accordug to the grace that is 
giuen vnto vigohether we haue propheſie let 
r opheſie -» According. ot he. proportion of 
| | faith: gr an office, let vs waijte ypon the office, 
This ſpecial{aw concerneth only ſuch, as 
be publique perſons in g church. whereas 
koꝛmer touched all in genexall. And as 
p the foꝛmer, all men were charger to 
content them ſelues with their ſeuerall 
callinges and giftes: ſo bythis, publique 
perſons are charged to abide in their ſe⸗ 
nerall callinges, as in their a 
| din 
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ding places, without breaking vppon the 


kunctids ok others,o2 enuping their gifts: 


and there foze he doth not mention any ex- 
traozdinarie, but onely o2dinarie gpktes, 
wherein men muſt abide to the comming 
of ThziF,and which we muſt onely deſire. 


Mhere he ſapth, Seeing then: c: wee 


note that the Apoitle caketh it fo2 a ter⸗ 
taine and an infallible rule, that the Lo2d' 
had eſtabliſhed and already giuen theſe di⸗ 


uers giftes vnto his Church. Foꝛ he ſaith, 
According o the grace which 11 men Into 


vt, And whe he ſaith, That whe 
propheſie;cr an office let 1 vs abide theres n her 


giueth a plain commandement, and a pers 


petuall law vnto the church. to retain and 
keepe them oz euer: to publike perſons' 
az officers, co ſerue the church in them: to 
piiuate men, to make their pꝛoſit of them. 

That God gaue them, it is manpfeſt al- 
ſo in other plates. Epheſians, 4. chapter. 
the 11. & 12, verſes, Chriſt aſcending gane 
ſome to bee Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſume Eu 
wangeliftes,to plant the Church, ſame Pu- 
Portia Dofteureto keepe it fo2 euer A! 
gaine, 1. Cor. 12. 28,verſe, God bathordays 
wed in the Church „Fit Apoſtles, ſe ſecondly 


— both foz atime ,- thirdipe Teas 
chers, 


we haue 
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chers,þelpers,aup Gouernozs to rule the 
Church vnto the end. 


Againe Paule witneſſeth, that, oz the 
adding ok that whith was wanting, and 


namelie fo2 ondaining of Elders in euerie 


Cittie:he left Titus in Creta: as he alſo 
veſpzed;Timothie to abive at Epheſus, 
that he might be a means to bying in Pao. 
Ko2zs,Doctozs,Elvers, Deacons & UUts 
vowes:foz els to what purpoſe ſhould hee 
waiite of their offices: Therefozethe A... 
poitle , mape tell cake it fo2 a receiued 
ground, wwherofno man then voubced, that 
God had giuen diners giftes,fo2 the con⸗ 
tinuall and perfect gouernement of hys 
Church{fox beerebee ſatth they had recei⸗ 
ced the by grace): ſo that vpon this groũd 


he buildeth this generallcommandement, 


- Gaficall calling, muſt haue ioyned with 


which be appliech ſeuerallie to euery pare 
De calling heere mentioned. UUhere 
e ſaith, According tothe grace ginen mee: + 


obſerue two things: firff, that euery etcle⸗ 


it, ome ſingular grace of God: ſecondari-- 
lie, that euery of theſe functions heere na⸗ 
med, are the ſeuerall giftes of the mercie 
ol God(as the woꝛd lignifieth)moTbouns. 
* beſtowed vpõ the Church, Where. 


foze 
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foe if anie abuſe theſe, he abuſeth the li⸗ 
beralitie and bountte of God: it anie take 
theſe offices vpon him, not avo2ned with 
that grace, which God hath annexed to 
them, he diſhonoureth the giuer, and bzins 
geth che giuer into contempt. It any bee 


an enemie to theſe, he is not an enemie to 


the grace of God:: 

Behold then, J beſeech you, what wee 
do when we (peake of Paſtoꝛs, Doctoꝛs, 
Elders, Deacons and Midowes. Uerilp, 
verily, we in the perſon ol Godin þ name 
ol Chꝛiſt beſeech vou, wheras we haue au⸗ 
thozitie to command pou, to receiue theſe 
giktes. If you conſider the giftes, they bee 


very neceſſary and p2oficgble foz you:yea, 


they be the ſweete graces of God : if you 
reſpect the giuer, hee it is that hath giuen 


bim ſelfe fo2 pou : it is therefs2e no wiſe⸗ 


dome torefuſe ſo good gitte g of ſo louing 
a friend: he giueth cheerelullie, and plen⸗ 
tifulliepowzeth his benefites vpon 


neſſe, as J am not able to expzeſſe, 

It followeth, hetber wee haue prophe- 
fee, let vs propheſie, &v. F irſt he reduteth al 
the oꝛdinary functions, which were oꝛdai⸗ 


ned in the Church, and which are perpetu⸗ 


vs, ik 
we refuſe them, that ſhall be ſuch vnkind⸗ 


ally 
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ally tobe retapned, fo2 the happpe ſuccelle 
and pꝛeſeruation thereof, vnto two genes 
rall heavs;that.ts to ſape, vnto Pꝛophetes 
and Dfficeys, diuiding either of them ins 
to their ſeuerall bzaunches , as ſhall aps 
peare moze playnely in the particular vil- 
courſe. In that hee ſaith, #aberwee haut 


_ propbe/ie, by it he meaneth not any ſingu⸗ 


languages,but rather that ye propheſied, And 


8. Cor. 14.5. 


Lar gikt, to fozetell that whiche is to come: 


but an ozbinarie gift of interpꝛeting the 
wzitinges of the Pꝛophets, aud other 
Scripture, to the ediſication of the hea⸗ 
rer. The Greeke Pzepoſition Pro, bee⸗ 
ing ſometimes inthe place cf o, the 
woꝛde doth well admit that ſignification, 
wherin it is vled diners times in the new 
Teſtament. / would that ye all fþake ſtrange 


againe. We kyow in part, and wee propheſie in 


part. Now, that here it is ſo to be taken in 


that ſignification, it appe areth firſt, inp 
be retapneth it among the oꝛdinary gifts: 
ſecondly, in that hee tyeth and limiteth it. 
to bee moderated and ruled by the pꝛopoꝛ⸗ 
tion of faith:thirdly, in that he commauns 
deth the Pꝛopbet to abide in that cal⸗ 
ling: fourthly, in that immediately after, 
bee deuideth it into the olfice of che Doc 
＋ 5 | tour 
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tour and Raſfour: all whiche; can not as 
gree with the gittes ol fozetellung things 
to come. Fox that is not opdinary, not als 
wapes limited, not alwapes to bee retap⸗ 
ned, neither is it tommon to tht Doctout 


ann tbe Paſfour,cherefozeatiwult needes 


bee thus expaunded in this place, as wee 
baue ſayde: fo that the meaning is: hee 
whoni Gad hath called ſincere ly to int 


rx 
met his wozve,co the pꝛoſtte of bis — 
let him abide in that function Foz al- 


beit that wozde is wanting in the Greek 
text, pet either that, oꝛ ſome other ol the 
like foꝛce muſt neceſſarilie. be-onderſtood, 
as the Greeke Scholiaſt and vther wzps 
ters dos well note But what'ts ment 
beere, by The proportion of futhi Tu omit 
the opinlons of men, Jtoke it to bee the 
ſame whiche the Apoſtle beſoze named, 
The meaſure of faith: and the meaning 
to be.as if he ſhould fave: hee that is laws 
fully called by the church truly and puree 
Iy to expound the Scriptures to theedifis 
cation of the hearer: let him abive:there+ 


in, acco2ving to the p2opoztid 02 meaſure = 
of bis gifts, which are giuen him to ocen⸗ 


pie ans exereiſe in faith: fo God hath gt» 
— _ „id ſomm leſſe: yea; 
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and ſomtimes bleſſeth-him that hath leſſe, 
moe chan him that hath moze. Therfoze 
tuety man being called, mult abide ther⸗ 
in, and occupp his pꝛoper talent and gift, 
= al diligence and faith, to the evificas 
bis one flock. Mhereby we may 
pl ſce,what a Pzopherts. A Prophet 
is a member 02 miniſter of the woꝛde of 
God, which abiveth in the true e ſincere 


interpꝛetation thereof, to the evification 


85 Leidens ar Epheser. Arc 20 
at us, tu vo. Act, 20. 
* The woꝛd triflated office, fignifteth here 
all other ozvinary: functions, beſives the 
Paſfour and Doctoz. In deed ic is ſeme⸗ 
times taken in ſcripture generally fo2 all 
Eccleſialkicall functions, ę ſometime aps 
plied to the ciuill Magiſtrate: but that it 
is not fo taken heere, it is manifeſt by the 
dviſiunctiue pꝛopoſition, either of whoſe 
partes, cannot by any rule ot reaſon com⸗ 
pꝛehend both. Wherefoze as the Pꝛophet 
bach to handle the Moꝛv, ſo þ officer hath 
to handle not it, but other neteflarievue* 
ties, wherein hee mult alſo continue with 
viligente and ſtdelitile. 
Let vs pꝛoceede tothe ſeueral nanchen. 
Or * that *eacherk on teaching; Theſe 
wozwes 


7 


Doctoꝛ, wherein he muſt bee continitally: 
occupied, not bꝛeaking in vpon any other 
ciuilloꝛ Eccleſiaſticall calling: ſo cher 
may — togeather what a true Doc? 
co2 and Teacher is, home tu vefine an vi⸗ 


Pꝛophet, which cruelp;founvlp, and teut⸗ 
rently expounding the Canonicall Scrip· 
tures, cbtimuech in teaching true doctrine 
to his own people, fo; the eſtabliſhing ot 
their minds in the truth. It any doubt of Þ 
truech hereof,he mop as well voubt ofthe 
Scriptures them ſelues, out of the which 
euery part hereot is djawne; Foz the:As 
poſtle here.calleth the Dottoz a : 
e that he mutt interpiet þ canonical ſcrip⸗ 
tures it appearcth: firſt by the fourth ol 
the 1, of Pet. Let him that ¶ paabęth i pra 
a: thewards of Gad. Set untl, becauſe who 
knaweth not, that che Striptures are gi⸗ 
nen of the holy ghoſt, and are ſufficient ts 
teache all trueth, and that the Churc he is 
butlt-vpon this dor trine⸗ Lally, Chzyffe 
ſendeth vs to the Scriptures, whiche wit⸗ 
noſle ol him, and teacheth by them the 
rande tonkateth erroꝛs. Therfozetbe 
al E Doctozs 


wozdes as thep ewe. the office of ae: 


Finguiſhe him from all other miniſters in | 
the Church. A Doccoʒ 0 Teacher is a 
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Doctours muſt onely expounde the cano- 
nicall Scriptures, not the Apocripha,oz 
anye mans wꝛytinges. Foz the Lozve 
will haue nothing bzought into bys' ho- 
lie aſſemblye, but that which hee hath aps 
pointed. And therefoze albeit there were 
greate coꝛruption in the Spnagogues of 
the Jewes, pet the hiſtozies ofthe Acts of 
the Apoſtles declare, that nothing was 
read and expounded in them, but che lawe 
and the Pꝛophetes, not ſo muche as the 
Caldie paraphzaſt. Foz as the Pꝛopbetes 
might not in calling the people together, 
dlom any trumpets, but thoſe which were 
* ** mae and ſet apart foz that purpoſe, by the 
5— tommaundement ot God. Numb. 10.28. 
. + *  foought not the Miniſters of Gov toex* 
5 a3 225 5 . pound 02 read openly in the congregation 
e 4x anye wiitinges, but onely the Canonicall 
we 2 Scriptures, which the Lozde hath ſet a⸗ 
part and ſanctiſten fox that vſe. That he 
muſt voe it pzoperlp,purely, and reuerent⸗ 
ly, appeareth by Peter befozecited , hee 
mult ſpeake as the woꝛdes of God, Paule 
teſtiſieth p be ſpake as concerning Chiſt 
as of ſincerity, as of God, as in the gde E 
pzeſece of God:2.Co2.2-17.Thathemult 
be viligent x continue in teaching, the oo 

ner 
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nerall law pꝛoueth it. L alt of all. be muſt 
do ie to bis owne people, che wozde it fol - 
pꝛoouethj:foꝛ there is a neceſfary * — 
betwerne the Teacher & the learner 
Dortont und the Dilciple', Dow can 
teach extept he haue dilciples? howe can U 
thole be his Dilciples, which doe neither # 
beare him, no; 2 him? The realon |... 1 
wyy her mul do it viligenelp, to plant aun þ 
effabliſhhis diſciples minds in the truth 
is becauſe wee ate verpe dull to conceiue 
and learne: and although lectute bet vpon 
lecture, doctrine vpon doctrine, here a lit 
tle and there a litle, pet wee ſhall remain 
ignoꝛant and pzoceeve ſlowly, if the truth 
be not ſoundly beaten into dur heades. As <=. 


gaine, becauſe by this — 223 
ſhall haue moꝛe time in exhb2ting and aps | 
plying his exhoztation' tothe preſentine- F 
ceſlity of his people. But if any ſay, is this 
al to teach p truth to his people by expoli⸗ 
ding the ſcriptures :? muſt he not alſs ton. 
fute ertoꝛs, i ſfop the mouthof the adtiers 5 
ſary: Na doubt he muſt. But wee mult ac» ( } 
knowledge here the wiledome of the 
holt, which meaneth heer by teaching the 
truth, the conkutation allo of errour:fox 
the ruleof truth is * the rule "hoe 
9008. 
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hood, Foz as light expelleth darknefle, ſo 
truth falſhoove, and who is better able to 
confuce errozs, then he that knoweth the 
true meaning of the woꝛde. Thus pou lee 
what a true Teacher is, and wherein his 
whole function conſiſteth. There remay- 
neth nothing but to giue him hys ſchol- 
lers, and to ſet him on wozke : fo as the 
Doctoz muſt continue in true ſound, and 
pure doctrine: ſo his ſchollers muſt ſearch 
dilgentlp(accoꝛding to the example of the 
noble men in the Actes 17) whether his 
doctrine bee true 93 not: whether it bee 
ſoundlye and purelye gathered out of the 
wo2d oz not. As he is reuerently to handle 
the wozd, ſo they mult reuerently receiue 
it, as from the mouth of God. 
The next bꝛannche oz ſpectall, which 
Chziſte bath giuen to his Church, is the 
gilt ot exhoztation, elſe- where called the 
Paſtoz: who as the Teacher is occupied 
about the reaſonable parte of the minde, 
therin to plant true knowledge and ſouny 
doctrine:lohe is occupied about that part, 
wherein the affections haue theyz abode, 
to bꝛing the heart and will to continuall 
obedience of the trueth: which is ſo much 


moge necellarie' then the other by howe 
„og! | FE - much 
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muche the Lozvis mozevelighted with o- 
— with naked and bare know 
ledge; The diſcription ot the Paſkoz a 
bis office,is rbis. APalko? is a Pꝛophe 
that vpon ſound doctrine! grounded wet 
the ſincere interpꝛetatibn ok the Strip 
ture, tont inueth in exhoꝛtation wü 
plied to the pꝛeſent vſe;neceſſitre, and 
ſtcation ot his people, and in the amin 
(tration of the — all the partes 
wherof may appeare in this ſoꝛt. Doctrin 
is the ground, euery exboztation not bulk 
ded thereon is kruitleſſe und weake, end 
vaniſheth awaye as ſmoke in the wynde 
though it bee zetzous, pet it is line and 
without knowleFce. As the N 
are able to inſtruct the Doctour with a 
Paſo) in 


knowledge in teaching: -ſothe 
erhozting,impzoouing and coprettinit: 
is certaine thatobevience is the end of 
hozeation, and that fapthe is the morhek or 
obedience; and that faith leanethonlp'bp- 
on the Wozve Rom. 10.Yebyues: 15 


7.8. 17. 27.28. Mozesuer the Dtewa 
ofthe Lozvs houle, muſt be not only 
kulb Lab. 13. 4. but allo wile to giut his 
ſeruaunts their poztion in due time. The 


. rength, 


Leads children are not all of one age and 
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I Frength,and thoretoze their ſpyrityall fas 

'S = ther mult feeve ſome with milk, and ſome 

. with ftronger-meate , accoꝛdingto they? 
| -* . .  ſeueralineceſſitye, ; The diupder of the 
| 


wozdemult cut it arygbt. 2. Tim. 2.15. 
The Paſt being a learned, Scribe , is 
Alke the wile houlholver which hath filled 
 andfurnifheyall his creaſure houſes with 
all ſtoꝛe of new and olv,Erhoztation mult 
be applyed to all eſtates hyghe and lowe, 
rich ano pooze,boud and free, learned and 
vnlearned , The Paſtoz mult notonely 
lead his ſheepe into pleaſant and hole ſome 
paſtures, but allo ta heal the ſick, to bꝛing 
_ the ſtrapes, to ſfrengthen the weak, 
Ezechiel. 34. 4. that all thele vuties are to 
be done continnally in his proper place 
e e bath called him it is 
juanifell by the reaſon bekoze vled: where 
Tong th the ſhephearve bee occupied; but 
where his ſheepe are? where ſboulde the 
4 ee watch, but where his Citye 
'Towne is? the ſpiricual enimies ot our 
Lare many, ffrong, mighty;malitions, 
Pigilan. ſubcil,@ful of deceipt:the ſheepe 
of tbe great paſture, fewe, weake, feeble, 
ſimple,dull,vnwiſe-therefoze their heeper 
aud defender had. neede alwapes to bee 
| among 
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amongthem; to knowe their wayes to 
— their going out „aun their comming 


— them in all ſounde doctrine: and gan- 
Uneſſe, keepe them to Th1iff and vekende 
them from their enimies? hee muſt heats 
ken vnto the voyceof Chulk, Frede, fredt, 
feede. he muſt be inſtant tn ſeaſon and aut 


ol ſeafon,and there foze contininally abyne 


with his flock: which to doe, as it is a moff 
pꝛoſitable dutye both foꝛ the Paſtdur and 
the flocke, ſo to leaue the florke as many 
doe, and keede and watth where they halie 
no flocke, is moſt hurtfull td both: amy 
.therefoze all ſuch rauyng Paſfo2s, axe by 
cozdes to be tyed to theyzowne people. 
beloꝑe, teaching contayned the whole du⸗ 
ty ot the Doctoz: ſo here exhoztyng (bita 


figure) ſignyſteth all the vuetyes of a Pa · 


Koz, Fox hee exhoꝛteth the wenke ones to 
take comfozt by the werte mercyes and 
pomiſes 'of God: the good hee exhoi- 


Gods iuvgementes , and partly by the 


7 


That hee map the better, going be⸗ + 


teth to pzoceeve, partly by the feare ot 


loue of his mercyes. The wicked he ex⸗ 
boꝛtetd ta repentaunce by laying befoze 
them, the eternall and ſeuere iudgements 


and n. ol SD. and the multicuve 
and 


if 
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and greatneſſe of their innen Ho that 
thoſe are but meanes tu whet his exhozta- 
tion that it may peartce and enter in, euen 
-tothediuiving of the ſoule and the ſpirite 
Nowe J beexche pou confjver, fitſt the 
wie dome and mercp of God, in pꝛouiding 
.fo2 the people. Mans ſoul hath two parts, 
reaſon o2 the minde, the hart o2 the affec« 


tion. Bythefallof Adam, there is inthe 


minde, darkneſle and 1gnozance of che wil 
of God: in the heart there is nothing but 
rebellion andenemity againſt himiſo that 
#he'Dcripturehath invgev vs tu be by na- 
Eure the Childtnen ol — and the 
:{onnes of revellion. Nowe the Lord in 
wiſedome n unercye bath giuen to hys 
Church, remedies to cure theſe diſeaſes, 
Firſt a Doctoz, who by heauetily wilſdom 
in interpꝛeting the Moꝛd is able (the ſpi⸗ 
1 wozking by bis miniſtery) to tranflate 
vs from the kingdome ol darkneſſe to the 
Kingdom ol lightand knowledge then the 
Paſtaꝛ whom he hath 02vained'to ſubdue 
Land tame the rebellious motions of our 
bharts, and make them obedient to the will 


an truth of God. O the vnfpeakable wiſ- 


dome Emercyes ot God, who to cùſt down 
_ firong holdes of ignozance.aud. _ 
lion 


4 


A godly Sermon. 63 


lion, which by nature poſſeſſevour ſoules; - 


hath gien the miniſteries of the Paltoz, 


kings, æ pine ol pꝛintes, in the day of his 
cozonation, whẽ he led his enimies in tris 
umpb, to ſhew the glozy ok his kingdome, 
and his pꝛincelp power „ can neither bee 
thought to be ſmall, neither lightly regar⸗ 
ded, without great diſhonoꝛ vnto p giuer; 
who hath not left. vs delditute, as we ler ot 
any gift neceſſary toꝝ our ſoules health. 

Hie that diſtributeth, indiftribating it h 
| 2 impiicity, From the Miniſters of 5 wo2d; 
be commeth to other officers, which haue 


Docco, which being giuen ofthe king orf 


note 


1 


Pe 


charge either ol a part of pcongregation; 


as Deacons q Attenvers/vpon the ſickhto - 


of p mhole as Elders, ſhewing vᷣ theſe as 


they ate diners gifts from þ other, lo then 


are very neceſſarp in their place t roame: 20 


The ſirſt is the Deacon, called there p36 
ſcributer herby appearerh his office ann 


officer which ront inueth in diſtributing 
common liberality ofpCTharch;accowing - 
to the netelũtye of all che pdoꝛ 
therot. Tie flrſt part — 
P he is a diſtributer ot the Church goods 
aupareib iche 4. ol the Acts 4:6, — 
0 many 


F. e 


fimctian what it is. Fο Deacon is ans 


e members 


4 
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manp bꝛought the pꝛice of their lands and 
houlſes which they had ſold, and layde the 
money at the Apoſtles feet, to be diſtribu⸗ 
ted to euerp man as he had neede. Rowe 
the Apoſtles that they might the better 
attend vnto pꝛeaching and pꝛaping, were 
vpon neceſſarp caules faine to giue ouer 
this charge vnto other called Deacons, 
whom the Church elected:as it is in Act. 
Therkoze this is the Deacons office, here⸗ 
in he muff be occupied, to mark the necel⸗ 
ficp ok the poꝛe, acco2dinglp to diſtribute. 
— — that kolloweth, that hee muſt 
know the refoꝛe their eſtate, their wealth, 
their charges, their cuſfome of ſpenving, 
whether it be much oz little, oꝛ moderate, 
their trade of life, whether they be painful 
o2 negligent therein: that hee may diſtri⸗ 
bute with knowledge, wiledome, tuſtice, 
ſtuelity, ſimplititp, and without teſpect of 
perſons. All men cannot doe this,. and it is 
neteſſary that ſome:ſhould doe it:therefoze 
leaſt the childzen.of God ſhoulde in beffo- 
Wing their liberalitye and almes behaue 
them ſelues diſozneredly , ſpilling where 
they oughe to ſpare, & holding back "uw 
bandes where they ought ta beſtowe - 
— our merciful father, to caſe a — 
| manp 
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many, and to lay the burden vpon a fewe 


faichfull wiſe men, full of the holy ghoſt, 


that allthinges in the Church might bee 


done oꝛderly and vpꝛigbtly in the ſight of 
God. Thus we lee the neceſſitye of thele 
officers; ; by whoſe labour and godly care, 
the ſicke, the ſtrangers 02 other ſaints, vn⸗ 
able to earn their own liuings by vſweat 
of their bꝛowes, might be honeſtlp mains 
tained by the liberality and bountifulnes 
of their bzethzf, vnto whom God hath gi⸗ 
uen abounvaunce fo2 the ſupply-of their 
want, in ſuch ſoꝛt p there ſhoulde be, as it 
was kozetold by p Pꝛophet, & to be ſeen in 


the pꝛimitiue Ehurchb, no begger in Iſrael; 


He that ruleth mith diligence. By the ruler 
bee meaneth all thoſe that gauerned the 
Church, wherof ſome labour boch in woꝛd 
and gouernement, as che Paſloꝛs & Docs 
toꝛs: ſome oneiy in gouerne ment as the 
Elders called dy the common name, as 


Paule in the t. Tim. 5. 17. Tbeſe Cl⸗ 5 


ders are Churche-officers-02 cenſozs:of */{** 


manners hoe by cozrecting, and admo» 
niſhing the vnrulye and incouraging the 
good, pʒꝛeuenteꝛ offences and tontinued in 
ruling # gouerning ö church which depẽ⸗ 
ded pon chi Their office was chiefly in 


aſliſting 


A 
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aſſiſkfing the Paſfo2s c Doctozs in admo- 
niſhing p vnruly ſeuerally, by comfoꝛting 
the feeble minded, by pꝛeuenting of offens 
ces, which otherwiſe might ariſe - in ſuſ⸗ 
pending p vnwo2thy from p Sacraments, 
in excommunicating ot the obſtinate, in 
abſoluing the repentant, in oꝛdainiyg and 
remouing church oklicers: finally, in hand⸗ 
ling © deciding all ſuch matters e contro- 
uerſies iu doctrine 02 manners, as belong 

F appertain to eccleſiaſticall gouerument. 
The pꝛoole of al which particular dueties 
IJ cannot ( toꝛ lack of time) ſtand vpon, only 
A wil quote the places of ſcripture. Math. 
the 22. chapiter, the 24. 25. verſes, Mat. 
18 chap: e the 17, verſe, 1. Timoth. the 4. 
chap. and the 13. berſe. Act. the 15. chap. 6. 
E 22. verſes. Act. the 1 6.chap.e the. verſ. 
Act. the 21. 18. f 20. verſ.2. And therefoꝛe 
thele being let ouer vs in matters pertai⸗ 
ning to God, wee muſt acknowledge g o⸗ 
bey them, with ſingular loue e reuerence, 
becauſechey watch fo our ſauls, 1. Thel. 
5. J haue much to lap ofthe offite + nece(s 
ſitie of chele.offices, vom need fut they are 
foꝛ pᷣ ſappꝛeſſing of erroʒs, ſchiſmes, ſects, 
e bereſies : foʒ the bꝛideling ol the luff d 
pude of like,foz the coʒretting af the * 
& as | : 4 » 


| 
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Ip,x the pꝛelerring ofthe wozthy.andi inal 
wiſedome,grauicy,4 vpzightnes,as lights 
to ſhine vnto the Church, that they may 5 
clearer ſee, how to walk in the wates ol ỹ 
iuſt. But a long treatiſe is ſcarcely catft- 
cift for this diſcourſe,q mp time is al mol 
ſpent, A cannot ſtand here to ſhew the dik⸗ 
ference betweene all theſe offices, certain 


ic is, that they are diuerſe giftes, æ diſtin 


guiſhed one frõ another. Let men beware 
bowe they confounde choſe thinges which 
God hath diſtinguiſhed. Foz the Elder & 


Deacon becauſe p will moze ſhewe their 


offices) they differ thus:the Deacon he is 


occupied only about the poze,the Elder a⸗ 


bout all: the Deacon diũributeth, the Els 
der admoniſheth: the Deacon oblerueth Pp 
pouertie ofthe ſaints in bodily things! the 
Elder noteth manners, and conuerſation: 

the Deacon ſearcheth howe the Churche 
goods receiued are ſpent:the Elder noteth 
howe euery one labozeth in his owne cal- 
ling. Whereby it commeth to paſſe, 5 as 


the Deacons can make true repozce to the 


Church ol the ſtate of the pooꝛe, ſo the Ele 
ders of the ſtate of all. By which wile go⸗ 
uernment, it woulde, in part come to paſſe, 
which the Pꝛophets fozetell: 5 che pollu⸗ 
| ted 
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Foz ( notwichſtanding thele ffatutes)wee 
baue ſwarmsofbeggers poze & impotent, 
till we haue by aucthozity eſtabliſhed in e⸗ 
uery congregation theſe eternall vecrees 
of Chꝛiſt, touching the gouernment of his 
Church Foz the want of this gouernmẽt, 
Iv- _ + as J take in hand to pzooue, ts the cheele 
5 Epincipall caule ok all the euils that are 
87 -/5< perpetually in our Church. Foy if it be des 
2 nd 225 7 manded, why ther is in the land luch groſe 
ignoꝛante of Gov? the anſwer is at hand, 
: youu we want Doctoꝛs & Teachers. Whence 
come ſuch ſwarms of Atheils, Tvolaters, 
Papiſts, erronious & hereticall ſectaries, 
of the Family of lone & ſuch like? ther are 
no Doctours to teach, noz Paſſo2s to exs 
boꝛt. Howe commeth it to paſſe, that in a 
Chziſtian Church, pꝛokeſſing newneſle of 
life, and the doctrine of regeneration, ther 
- thould be ſuch a huge maſle of old and des 
teſfable wozkes,of coniuring witcherakt, 
fo2ce-p, charming. blaſpheming the holy 
name ok God, (wearing and fozlwearing, 
pꝛophaniug of the Lows ſabboths,viſobe* 
diente to ſuperioꝛs, contempt of inferio)s- 
murther, manſlaughter, robberies, adulte⸗ 
ry. fonitation, couenaunt-bꝛeakers, falſe⸗ 


witnelle arten v all other m_ 
0 
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of vnmercifull dealing one wich another? 


Is not the cauſe euident? we lack Elders 
and gouernozs of euerp Congregation ro 
admoniſh, cozrece,ſuſpend anvercommus 
nicate ſuch noplome, hurttul, e monſtrous 
beaſtes, out of the houſe of God, without 
reſpect of perſons. Aby haue we ſo mam 
pooze,fo-many feeble, and weake rrady tu 
die among vs: we want Deacons any 
mercifull inen, which ſhould faithfully di⸗ 


ſtribute to the neceſſicy of the Saints, ann 


willingly and cheerfully attend vpon the 
impotent, which are vnable to helpe them⸗ 
ſelues. O what fruite might be reaped by 
theſe ſeuerall voc ations, if they were fee 
vppe and eſtabliſhed in eurry congregati⸗ 
on r: With dut all controuerſies the be» 
nefices that would redound to vs, and this 
land there by are innumerable: no tongus 


can etpꝛeſle chem . Foz hereby her grati / 


dus Maieſtie and her honourable Coun- 
ſell, might truely knowe within a ſhozt 


time by name, who #howe many enemies 


there are (a very fem ſubtile hipocrites ex: 
cepted) to religion & the common - wealth. 
Pow many obſtina te, malitious, and trats 
terous Papiffs, how many Annabaptiſis, 
L(berctnes-howe many of the cons of 
| F oue, 
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loue,how many Atbeiſts, how many vnrus 
ly & inoꝛdinate walkers, which thi might 
bee puniſhed accozding to their faultes: 
wheras now Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archs 
deacons Commullaries, Dfficials,hauing 
contrarie to p wozd of God, pulled p rains 
of gouernment from p Elders, ruine & des 
ſcruction is feared, but not auoided. Mot 
one enemy ok an hundzeth is known of the 
greater part. yet there be mo ſecret ene - 
mies then p wiſlelk & mol} pzouident can 
thinke ok. Þereby.all the ſecret c miſchie⸗ 
udus deuiſes acainft her Maieſties ropal 
perſon, againſt religion, æ the whole fate, 
might eaſily be tried (earched out. by the 
diligent & wiſe ſearch of y Elbers in eue - 
ry church:tsheras now, did not p Loꝛd ſom 
times moſt wonderfully , fo2 the ſingular 
care he hath ouer ber Councel,bzing che to 
light, we ſhonidhaue bin often eare now, 
fwaloed vp by thele ſecret vnderminings 
of the common peace and ſtate. Herby we 


Hould kno me certainly. who be thoſe Þ ſo 
pꝛodigally maintaine ſuch as haue beene 


Vloudp butchers and murtherers of Gods 
people, remapning as pet enemies to the 
Goſyell, and falſe harted to her Paie⸗ 


þ ie: - where, as nowe ſome ol them haue 


ſecurelp 
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ſecurely boaſted (as J am able to iuffi- 


kyt) indge you of che reſt, that thep haue 


had greater reuenewes, being Pꝛiſoners 
in che Tower and other places, then 
when they were Abbots and riche W2es 


lates in the lande and pet no man knomw⸗ 


eth howe they come by them, noz of 
whom they receiue them Howe muche 
then, thinke pou, is all that is beſto⸗ 
wed this waye in one peare, vou mape 
gelle by this annuall reteipte ot ſome one 
man: Yereby might eaſilpe in tyme bee 
pꝛeuented all ſecrete conſpiracyes , Fox 
what ſoeuer conſpiracye were begunne in 


any Towne oz Citye , it would eaſilp in 


the beginning long befo2e the flame ther; 
ol, bee eſpied of ſuch wiſe and graue men, 


as nowe in ſome congregations may, ann 


after teaching and erhoꝛting, might in 
many moe bee appointed: and ſuch at⸗ 
temptes either by eccleſtaſticall cenſure, 
oꝛ ciuill cozrection ofthe Pagiſtrate bee 
altogetber quent bediſo that our gracious! 


Bꝛince, her honoꝛable Counſel.⁊ the wbel 


land might line in much mote ſafety and 


ſecuritp, then now they do. and haue grea⸗ 
ter aſſuraunce ofthe mertikull pꝛotection 
of 55 almighty , then nowe they haue 


Hereby 


. 
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Dereby all godly lawes eccleſtaſt ical and 
ciuill, ſbould either vniuerſally be kept of 
all, o2 elſe the bꝛeakers come vnder ſuche 
ctuill and Eccleũaſticall puniſyhments as 
they ſhould velerue, which wer a ſinguler 
meane to bꝛeede in the hartes ofthe Dubs 
iectes.a pure feare &loue to their Pꝛince 
and other Magiſtrates. Whereas nowe 
8 i 00 lawes are tranſgreſſed and no man 
2 Ein accuſed: the Loꝛde is not ttuely wozſhips 
ped, the Pꝛince of ſome not in vnkgigned 
limplicityrenerencev, no2 with good will 
fromthe hart beloued of them. Finally, 
hereby the Paſfours and Doctozs ſhould, 
batting a true relation from their Seni⸗ 
v2s, touching the eſtate of their flocke, be 
muche moze fruitefnlly occupied in tea⸗ 
ching and exhoꝛting: foʒ they might with 
all knowledge and wiledome, deliver un⸗ 
to enerp one that whiche were fit moſt to 
da him to God, and his eternal ſaluati⸗ 
on. Seeing therfoze, that the eſtabliſhing 
of this gratious gouerument of God, will 
baniſh and chaſe away all noyſome beaffs 
aut ofthe Los vincyarve- ſeeing it will 
bee ſuch a ſingular meane to pꝛeſerue and 
maintaine the peace and ſecuritie of the 
cemmen ncith f menten = 
pally, 
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nally, ſeetng it maketh very much both 
fo2 religion and godly pollicie, is a moſt 
deare friend to both, fo che loue of pour 
Common wealth and the Church, J be⸗ 
ſeech pon all to entertaine this Chꝛiſtian 
goueruement of the Church of Chziſt, 


whereok he himſelfe is the authour and no 


man. Two things remaine which Jpurs 
pole to determine. F itt. chat this gouerns 
ment is perpetuall:ſeconolp, that it is on⸗ / 
ly ſufficient: wherein J cannot, fo2 lacke 


of time be long, and therefoze will bꝛielle 


ſet downe the reaſons ot both. 
Fox the firff, I pꝛoue thus. Firſt this 


ſpectall-commaunvement, touching che 


pꝛactize and exercyſe ot᷑ theſe giktes . be⸗ 
ſides that it is the commaundement of 


God v2awne out ofthe generall lawe: it 
chargeth al theſe officers to abide in their 


okfices, tberetoꝛe they are perpetuall. 

Secondly, all theſe officers are called 
here the true members of the body of the 
Churche: therefoze the Church beeing to 


endure tothe comming of Chitff, theſe as 
ſo muſt be ofthe lame tontinuance, excepe 
pou will lay, that Chaift is pleaſed better 


wich a maimed body, then a perfect one, 
Thirdlp, Paule commaundeth Timo. 
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Fourchly, all the thinges where-abouc 
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thy to keepe this gouernement vnts the 
comming of Chyift. 1. Tim. 6. 


they are occupied, as the ignozantes, and 
errours of the minde, the cozrupt ions of 
the beart. the vnrulineſſe of men , the po⸗ 
uertye of the ſaints, and impotency ok the 
poo2e , are alwapes to be looked vnto and 
cared fo. Therfoze the offices of God ap⸗ 
pointed and ozvained fo2 theſe purpoſles, 


are perpetuall. 
Filtly, Chꝛiſt the Ring and gouernour 


or his Church, muſt rule it till the come 
ming ok him ſelfe by his owne offices and 

lawes, there foze this is perpetuall. 
Foz the ſecond. Firſt we are commaun⸗ 
ded here to content our ſelues with theſe, 
and to reſt in them, therefoze theſe are on⸗ 


Ip ſufficient. 


Secondly, theſe doe make the man and 


- Churche of God perfect to euer ve good 


woꝛke, as it is in p 4. tu þ Epheſians c els 
where, therefo:e cheſe only are ſufficient, 


— Thirdly, ik tbeſe bee inſufficient, then 
Chiiff can not beglozified, as perfect go⸗ 


uernour of his Church, neither his wozde 


is ſucb, but that ſomething may be added, 


both which are abſury;cherefoze they 355 
P - > Pp 
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made,no2 can make. 
Fourthlp, theſe unceionsonelyure ſufs 
ficient, which baue all the giftes needefull 
foz the miniſtery of the woꝛde and Dacras +. 
mentes, and fo the gouernement ol the 
Church: but all theſe functions are ſuſſi⸗ 
cient foz theſe ends: tberefoze onelp theſe 
are ſufficienc.: : 


Iy are ſufficient: if not, who dare adden 
member to that body, which bee neither EE 


Fifcly;if any erectnew miniſlerpes beg 


muſt either giue nem gits; oꝛ aſſure men 


that they ſhall haue newe giktes ol God: 


but none can da thus: therefoze chele one: 
iy ate ſufficientt. 


Sixtbly, if men may adde, they map! de⸗ 
tract:but p ſecond is falle, there foze pficff, - 


— tben theſe things are lo as hath 
bin ſet foꝛtb, out of p wozpof god, d this is 


to be cut off, ſuch offices as are fro Anti⸗ 


chꝛiſt, ought to be abandoned: let vs enerp -- 


vbne in our plates, pꝛay to cur good God, 
that he wil pitty this his pooze Church, 5 
trueth and righteoulneſſe mape kiſſe — 

| other, 


aids | 


bis oꝛder, 0 Which alloughe.co bow their 
backs,euery one keeping his pꝛoper place, 
e none intruding vpon the right + intereſt 
of another:ſeing ſuperfluous things 5 ought - 


pI wg” wm. KK» en - * * 
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other, that bis ſcepter may flouriſh, that 
the ſtiſt / necks of the obſtinate, and the J⸗ 


ron ſinie ms of the rebellious map be bows 
ed and hokento che end theſe confuſtons 
that apprare tuety where: chis pompous 
pꝛide and curſe ambition, euimpe to all 
liaceritp. goon oꝛder, c true religion. map 


_ ceaſe , and oneiy the gloꝛy and victozpy of 


Chytfe, ouronely, King, Pꝛophet, and 
PYateff,may be eſtabliſhed: to whom with 
che Fatder and the haly ghoft, thꝛee per- 
tons and one eternall God , ve all 


